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This Wisconsin Missionary, Who Struggled for Three Decades
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Magoary, wmarching wader the beadership of
Gadl and the banper hat bears the ke, “Lave
thy neighbar as chysedf,”

with the prasant and

the priace, the mechansic and the merchant, the
workingman and the  millionaire, the leirned
. and the snlezraed, following in equzf rank and
comme step, kmows neidser race nor nationalicy,
neither caste mAor condiions, a4 ik proudiy and
beneficenly moves duwn the centuiies, |

—Crapecey M. D‘EPE‘W_: .
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Eleazer Williams and Albert G. Ellis

Since the 1986 Ongida History Conference T have had the privilege of learning more about the
environment and people surrounding the world of Eleazer Wiiliams. From all observations Mr.
Williams is stifl very much an opportunist with indications of some very dubions motives for bis
involvement with Tribes from the Six Mations, the Uneidas in particular but not exciusively.

Maost people are not aware of the fact that Albert G, Ellis did much of Eleazer’s writings for hkim
as Mir. Williams® skills were not the best in this arca. From casual ebservation Mr, Williams
was very busy lrying Lo sccure Indian Land for the state of New York and make a profil winle
doing s0, and in the process exudc the idea that he was the lost Dauphin of France, son of Louiss
the XV of French Revolution infamy.

Attached is the paper submitted at the ‘86 Oneidn History Conference on Eleazer Williams,
included is a bibliography on other wiitings about this persen, compited in 1935 by
G.E. Buerger, whe af the time was attending Rutgers College.

There is no doubt that Eleazsr Willtams was one ol the primary mechanisms used by the State
of New York to help swindle the Iroguois out of their ancestrat homglands, by utilizing the
pramise that they would “protect” them from the nepative forces of white society. Butas Mr.
Ellis chserves and writes in his Recollections, the whites were soon afler the Wisconsin lands as
wall,

The information written by Albert Ellis as he traveled with Eleazer Williams gives some insight
to the environment both politically and physically and is welt worth the time and effort to read,
if one is interested in both Oneida as well as Wisconsin history. What Mr, Ellis wrote is listed

as, Recollectious of Men and Events. and is part of , The Seventh volums of Collections of the
Wisconsin Historical Seciety and consist of portions of the Lymun C. Draper papers.

“June af 1821, My, Ellis writes of traveling in the companay of Elcazer Williams, destined for the
far Northwest or specifically Michigau and Green Bay. Accompanying them were about one
half dozen Oneida Indians, and were to meet in the country west of Lake Michigen, with the
intention of making terms for a cession of tands from the Wester tribes.

 Mr. Ellis describes the four day trip by stage coach {as there were no railroads) to Buffalo, and

then on to a new steamboat called, “Walk-in-the-water”. The description of the town, types of
houses, how exen were used f tow the sieamboat through the tapids, and principal stupping
places, lists about 100 homes along with remnants of bomes bumned during the war of 1812,




Detroit 15 reached afier three dﬂys and 1s described as, “it was built on a single street, parallef
with the River, and something over half a mile in length,” “The popuiation of Detroit was
mixed, the French Canadian prevailing. There were many half-breeds, and it being the season of
the year when the Indians usuaily came in from their wintering grounds, the wild Capes seemed
to be in undisputed possession. They did not appear over select in their language or manners;
still they were quite inoffensive fo the whites, especially the French traders, to whose every order
and command Lhey rendered most instant obedience. No police existed or were

ngcessarny.”

Eleazer Williams and his Indian delegates lingered here some weeks, awaiting the arrival of
delegates from the Stock bridges, the St. Regis, the Tuscaroras, and the Senecas; also pausing for
further action of Governor Cass, and the War Department, sanctioning this movement of the
New York Indians towards acquiring a new home in the West - - Green Bay, The arranpement at
Jength came to 2 completion: all the delepates arrived — Gov. Cass and the War Departrment
santctioned the proceedings, and CC. Trowbridge , a confidant of Gov. Cass, was appointed
spetal agent on Ui pard of the Govemument to superintend the negoliations.”

At this point in time Mr. Ellis becomes ilf, and “Efeazer and the Indian delegates along with Mr.
Trowbridge continue on to the Bay, where, afier much delay and opposition from interested
parties, they succeed in negotiating with the Winnebagoes and Menomonees, for a smali cession
just above the Grand Kaukalin,

After four days the New York Indizn delegates returned home and reported to the several Tribes
the result of the negotiations with their “Wester brethren”™. “The folfowing cosuing spring,
1522, applicalion was made lo the War Departient for 2 rencwal of permission of ihe delepates
for a second visit to Green Bay, to make payment in goods for their purchase of the year before,
and 1o assay an extension of the puschase ot Little Chute. The response of the Government was
favorable, and Governor Cass was instmicted accordingty. This delegation was much larger than
that of the year before; the Stockbridges and Muncees were more fully represented. Solomen U.
Hendricks, hereditary chief, being of the party, arriving at Detroit, John Sargeant, was appointed
by Gov. Cass, to superintend the negotiations on the part of the Government.

This delegation remained in Derroit for some time finafly leaving for Green Bay on the 4% of
August in a schooner catled the Superior, which had been constructed out of the ruins of “Walk-
in-the water” and proved to be more navigable for the gales that blew on the lakes.

‘The description and names of the various settlements along both banks of the Bay and Fox River
are very informative as it includes the names of the people who inhabii the area as well as their
family ancestry and cultural background, which includes their religious beliefs.

“On the west side was the old fort: pot 2 building of any kind above, below or near it for & mile,
Tiw residents on the River, exeept some half dozen Americans, were refired French voyagers,
and hatt-breed French and Menonmonees; they had without lef or bindrance, taken vp the whole




shore of the River above the Fort, for six miles; divided it off into Hittle strips of one or o
Irench arpents in width, which they called their farms; they claimed back at right angles from
the River eighty arpents, about two and three fourths miles in depth. They had reduced most of
the fonts for an acre, or two, or three, sonie more, some less deep, to 2 state of cultivation; and
had growing ot the time of our arrival, the first of September, very {21 crops of potatoes, maize,
Oals, peas, spring wheat, pumpkins, melons, cabbages, onions, and other common garden
vegetables. dost of them had feams of oxen, and & kind of tmplement clatmed to be a plow,
with which they broke the soil.”

Eilis goes on to describe the abundance of wild fowl, fish, and game, the various animals they
raised which inchuded staunch horses, oxen, chicken, pigs and cows, Maple sugar was a very
busy industry by his accounts and included the whole family’s tnvelvement, and provided a fime
for work as well as social activitics while at the sugar camps.

In September of 1822 Williams and his delegation sought a place fo winter on the wost side of
the river and finding the abandoned tformer howe of the Todian agent who had died tleee years
prior decided to stay there and since it was government property there were no complaints,

“The first business of Williams and the delegates, after housing themselves and the goods, was,
to assembie the Indians - - the Menomeiees and Winnebagoes, and in compliance with
stipulations of their treaty made the year before, pay them $ {,200 in goods. In less than a week
hoth tribes, to the number of three or four thousand, were assembled and camped alonyg the river
bank. A day being appointed, and the American and French citizans, with the offivers of the
garrison, aotilicd the grand council; the New York delegates, the Mepomonges and
Winnebagoes, were gathered in front of the old agency house; the spectacle was quide imposing.
Solomon U. Hendricks, chief of the Stachridges, or, as he styled them, the Mohickanneks, a man
of education, and of more than commion abitity, made the opening speech. He addressed the
Menomonees and Winnebagoes as his grandchildren - - told them that the fow goods before
them were presented not so much in fulfilment of their izeaty stipulation, as a testimonial of their
love and affection for their grandchildren. The Menomonees and Winnebagoes made suitable
replics, acknowledging the relationship, by calling the New York Indians grand-fathers. The
goods, consisting of blankets, calicoes, blue cloths, puns, powder, lead and shol, barrels of pork
and flour, with a liberal supply of tobacen, werc carefufly divided in two equal piles, and
presented to the two tribes. The treaties were produced, the proper recetpts draws on them,
when the chiefs of each tribie signed, and the officers of the ey, citizens, agents, and
interpreters witnessing. ‘Ihe attached two pages are copies directly from the book and deseribe
the ceremony that surrannded this sgreement and the reasong given by the Menamonses and

. Winnebagoes as to why they cannot give np any more of their territory.




The rest of Mr. Ellis’s documentation in this particular volume concems his efforts as well as

others in securing a school for Indian children and finatly for ali children. Apparently Eleazer
Williams who was souyht out by the Episcopal Church te do this never seems to put forth the

cffort to pmvidc%ablish a permangnt school for the Oneida or New York Indian children.

Mr. Ellis was also in the employment of the Fpiscopal Church for a number of years while
warking with Mr. Witliams and does make some concrete zceomplishments in setting up
educationaf settings for children from the settlements.

Ins this volume (#7) Mr. Tlis also provides background on a number of original familics who
inhabited the Fox River Valloy such as the following: Grignon, de Langlade, Lawe, Doty, Porlier,
Invin. With cach individial is sorne background, and 1 whole segrnent on the Grignon family,

Tam wld the Oncida Colturat Heritage departroent has a large coliceton of Ihw papers from Mr.
Ellis, and I would assume that they would contain information oo various Oneida people with
accompanying hacicground? T can only hope that this search for our roois wifl comtinue and wili
be documented in a form agreeabie to our young people te allow them to kaiow more about
themselves as a nation and understand their responsibilities as they become adults.

There are many adjectives that could be applied to Mr. Witliamy, as time and research has borne
out, however I can honestly say that I am glad that the Ongida came fo Wisconsin, by whatever
devious means were used @ bring them here. Wisconsin is whero my parents, prandparents,
children, and gzrandchildren have been bom and raised., Many taik about returning fo the
“hometand”, and that is okay, but as Yor me, Oneida Wisconsia is my hone, i cradies the bones
of my friends and family, it provides all that T need to Fve and contsibute to 2 comraunity of
triends and famiiy.

It must have been very hard for our ancestors who taveled from New York to Wisconsin to sesk
refuge from a world gone crazy with greed, but they did and { am proud that they had the
fortitude to stay with their convictivns to find a betier plave to rise their famibies, and
Wisconsin was the answer thes as it is now,
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it STATE MISTORICAT B0CIETY.

ing of blankets, calicoes, blue eloths, puns, powder, Jead and shot,
barvels of pork aud four, with a liberal -supply of bobaceo, were
carefully divided in two equal piles, and presented fo the bwo tribes.
The treaties were produced, the proper receipls drawn on them,
when the chiels of each tribe signed, ad the officers of the army,
citizeli¥, agenls, asd interpreters witnessing. Mot a drop of lguor
was seen; and fhe remaining part of the doy was devoted to fessting.

On re-assembling the pariies the nest day, when the depulies of
New Yovk Indians made an effort bo procore an extension of bhe
session, the Winnebagoes were ready instauntly with s veply, declin-
ing most positively to grant ik, They wers alvcady being crowded;
white people below Chicago were beginping to pass northward,
The Menomonees' answer was scarcely more emcouragivm; they
eould nok setl any move.

The ¥¥innebagoos were preparing bo leave For their &l huents:
but before starting, they would treat their grandfathers to a davee.
The whole tribe assembled in front of the house-in o large cirele,
the daneers, and drummer—bhe master of ceremonies—in the cen-
tev; first they gare the pipe dance, on amusing affair, a sinple one
daueing st a time, the trick of which seemed tn he to keep time
the drum, and especially te suspend action iustantaneously with
the cessation of the fnstrument—ihe dancer lo remnin in the ex-
act attitude in which the cessation of the dram caught him; fre-
quently the attitule was ridieulous in the exbrome; and the main-
baining it for a moment, 4t the drom commenced again, formed
an exciting tablean. Nexzt followed the begging dazee, preeeded
by a speech of the drummer, setfing forbh the extreme woni of
of some of their very old, poor prople, and asking charity in their
behalf. .

The whole concluded with the wab danee, a sighk bo tesh the

" warves of the stoutest heurt. The Winnebagoes ab Ehat time, fifby-

four years ago, were in all their perfection of savage wilduess; $wo
thonsand of themn, men and women, old and young, wers messed in
a circle, stan&mg bty deep; the whiles, army officers, in the inner
nitg, aud the warrior dancers, drammer, aud singersin the center.

" Twenty of their miost stalwart youhg warriors fook their places

with nok a thread of clothing save the breeeh-cloth; but all painted
1o most gorgeous colors, and especialiy the faces, with civcles of
black, white, ved, green and blue, around the eyes, giving the coun-
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temances expressions indescribabi y fierce and hideous, all armed
wikh toimnahawks, Knives, and spears, Al first the dance was slow,
to measuved time of the drum and song; for there were 2 hundved

singers, with the voice of the drummer, both male and fergale—

the latter prevailing above the former. Soon they began to wax
warm, the countenances assumed unearthly expressions of Serae-
ness; their tread shook the solid earth, and their yells at the end of
each cadence, renb the very heavens. None could endure the scone
nnmoved—unappalled, This tribe af that pexiod, with bheir stal-
wark men, Amazonjun women, and independent mein, afhletic
Bgures, and defiani bearing, cen hardly he reeognized a3 fhe same
race, in the degraded Oneides, who are now seen in gur straets,
whose abject mien, abtenuated, shrunken forms, half-starved, naked,
destitute, miserable, mendieants, haif eivilized thangh they be, fur-
nish a painfyl commentary on our Indian civilizaktion,

When the dances weye concluded, a shaking of hands, with s grand
“beshe,"” all round, the Winnebagoes prepared to leave the ground;
snd in an hour, there was not a sign of one £o be seen. The Me-
nomosnees lingered; they felt move kindly disposed toward thair
grand-fathers; negociatious Were soom rerewed, resulbing finally in
3 further treaty, granting the New York Tudians a right in common
with them, to ail their eountry without reserve: tha whieh treaty,
though no doubt made in good faith, becaine snbsequently the
source of almest endless brouble, ferminating at last i eonfining the-
Nesr York Indians to two small reserves; one for the Stockbridges,
Munsees and Brothertowns, on the east shore of Lake Winnebago,
of sotae eight by twelve miles; and the other twelve miles sguare
on Duck Creek, for the Oneidas; 2nd from bhis last, the whites ave
Just now moving heaven and eatbh to dislodge the Indinns.

The negorciations coneluded, and the Menomonees having refirad,
the New York Indians began to look out for winter guarfers, Thera
were but few of either party that had come as emigrants; those of
the Stockbridzes located at Grand Kankaling the few Oneidas cliose
the Little Kaukalin, Many of the deputies returned to New York,

A proposed object of Williams, was to establish an Episeopal
mission ab Grreen. Bay. He hagd visited New York ang Philadeiphia
the spring before, and beon duly commissicaed as missionary to the
Western Indians, by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
o8 the Pratectonl Episcopal church; and bad proenred for the win-
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ELEAZER WILLIAMS 1787-1858

Ecazer Williamls was born Into the Catholic faith among the
Canghnawvaga Mohawk ahout 1787, His father, Thomas Williams,
waa a greabk-grandacn of Bunlce Wiillams, whose family had been
capkured ak Deerfleld in 1704, Eleazer's mother, Mary Ann
Rlce, was also of mlxed blood havlag been captured and adopted
by the Mohawk. Between Thomaa and Macy Ann there were at least

eleven children, according to the misalon records of the Jesulta.

During the Reveolutionary War, Thomas Williama fought along
slde the British, but his alllance would change with the lntroduction
toc hia American kinamen. Eleazer would likewise be profoundly

Infiuvenced by thia move.

In 1800:; Deacon Nathaniel Ely: whose wife was relaked to Thomas
Williama, inviled Thomas to send one of hia sona te bLongmeadow
{Massachusekts) ko live with them:s bto allow him an education

in the Congregational faith., The behind this was to prepare

the aon to become a missionary among Lhe Iroguais pegple.

Thomas complied by sending Eleazer and a younger brother {who

dld not stay). The records vary somewhat but put Eleazer somewhere

arcund tan years old.

Apparently because both of the boya were unabie bo adapt to

any type of regimental or dlsciplined mode of living, travel )
was used aa an educatlonal tool. Eleazer traveled qulte exteraively
to various locatlons throughout the East; inciuding Caughnawaga.

He attended some promlmnent scheols for short periods,; he also

became acquainkted with a number of influentlal people. Francla
Parkman, the histerian, has Elesazer as "belng educated” at
Dartmouth, but records show he attended only a few montha khere.

~




He did however, intermittantly, spend thrae years with Enoch
Hale ak West Hampton. Purlng fila atay with Hale, Eleazer bacame
the interest of Bighop Hobart of the Proteatant Epiacopal Church

"in Hew York.

Hany, if not all, of the varicus religlous dencminations of
that time were geeking to "Christianize® the "Pagan" Redman,
and what better way to accompllsh kthis endeavor kthen to enllat
Eha ald of one of them. Eleazer, with hls educational and
rellglous background made an ideal candidate for this venture.
But 1t was not only the church whe had an lnterest in Wiliiams

corcespondence of kis would show.

The approachling War of 1812 cawaed President Jefferson to enlist
as many of the indian Tribes as posgible to remain neukral

ar align themselivea with Lhe Unlted States. Becauaes Thomas
Williams was an Lnfluential chlef, he was sent a persconal ilnvitalkion
to join the Americans, malnly to, “represa beligerent movementa",
by any tribe who might declde to be friendly with the English.
Along with fhe invitatlon went a promise of land; support money:
and compensation for any losses he might incur. As a result

of his alllance to the Amerlcans, Wiliiams was banned from
retuening tc.his homeland, although in declining ocld age he

did return. He gave up an estimated estate of several thousand
dollara plus an annuzal annulty of two hundred and fifty which

ha had been recelving from the Engllsh gevernment. However,

the promises which were made to Williama were never honored--to

him or his widow,

Eloazer served with kis Father in thla war, mainly in Yconfidential”

sarvice.

After the war the Willlams family with thelr foliowera had
moved acress the border from Caughnawagh (Canada) to the United

Statkea (St. Reals). ;

(2)




After the war Eleazer waa apptoached by the Jeaults to be a
missionary -for them at St. Reglas. Inatead, he left the faith

.. of hia birth and the Congregaticnalists, who had inveated a

greatk deal of money on his education: to ke confirmed in 1815

. by Bishop Hokart of bthe Proteastankt Episcopal Chuxch.

In 1812 the Caughnawaga Indiana had empowered Eleazer, as an
agent; to act in thelr behalf to ceollect from the atate of
Wew York two hundred and sixty-six dollars annulty for some
gome land transfers, he received Ehia sum requlariy every year
from 1812 until 1820, but none of Lt ever reached the people

it waa supposed to.

Eleazer was able to produce an eleven letter aiphabet in the
Mohawk language, thereby making it easler Lo learn. He had
alao kEranalated part of the book of common prayer and ii was
published 1n 1816. He was fluent in the Irequeois language,

a sktrong and persuasive-uratcr, knowledgeable in both chuzrch
and civic funtiona. In hls educaticonal travels thru the east
he had picked up a number of sermons written by hia ancestor,

the Rev. John Willims, sermons that he would slaim he wrote.

In 1816 with authorlty from Bishop Hobart, Wiillams traveled
ko Dnelda Castle to serve as catechiat, lay reader and religious

leader to the Oneldas.

He was warmly recelved by the Oneidas who had beer familar
with previous misslonarles, especially Rev. Kirkland. The
group who welcomed him were to be known as the First Christian

Fim e bran
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‘Chirstian Party acknowledged him as their religlous leadze,
this would now include three~flfths of all the Cneldas.
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In 1819, Albert G. Biils was asked by Wliillams to join him

in teaching the Indian children at Onelda Castle; In return
Wiitiams would teach Eiiis; French, Greek and Latin. Ellis
%ecurded hig surprise to find khat Willliams needed the Ltutoring.,
as he did not know the basica of the Englial language, especially
the wrikken asapeckta of it. Ellis was also reaponalble for

doing all of Williams correspondence and recordings.

Tha following four veara that Ellias worked under Williame he

was hever alloved to functlon as a keacher ko the chilldren:

even though a achool room was added to the old Skenandoal manaion,
which Williama occuplied. Elila reauréed in his journal, of

the lengthy seasions the Oneldasa would sek bthrough while Wililams
talked of hils childhood,:; youth and anceatora at Caugﬁnawagar

all of which he would later deny.

Hilliams evangslizlng efforfs were very wall recelved at first.
but hls fimanclal ineapktness soon led to problems, with the
Indlans and non-Indlans alike. Unforkunakely about this time
he #as becoming known as an aukhority on Indlana and Indlan

matters, and wasa conaidered a trustworthy individual.

Shortly after Ellls joined him, Wliliams began talk aboutk =&

great; grand Itoguols emplre somewhere In &he vast reglona

weak of Lake Michigan. H1ls plan was for a government split

into divislons of ecclesiastlcal; civil and military departments, .
with the first to be pre—~eminent.

Along about this same time the flev. Jedediah Morse developed

a concern for the Stockbridge Indlans, hls thecry was that

they shoulé be moved away; from "contaminated" white society.

' The Ogden Land Company also had a concern with the Native People
cf Mew York-—-they held pre-emptive righta to moat of the Iroquclis
tands, should they "declide" to sell.

(4)




Ellls states in his recorda that Williama was Iln almost daily
correspondence with the War Departmenkt, the Ogden Land Company
and Domestic and Forelgn Miasionary Socieby. All of these
agencies contribuked large sums of money on a regular basaia.
In a letter to the Ogden Land Company (dated Sept. 1813} wve
Eind Williams complalning about the money he recelved and

what he thinks they.still owe him for the part he filled in
the "Greatk Cause® of removal of the Hew York Indiana.

in the recordsa cf the Dnmestic and Fureign Misslonary Socieby
records there are a number aﬁ Qgden' a*Lhe hierarchy of the

churceh'a adminiatraktion.

In the summer of 1820, Williams and a small delegatlon traveled
as far as Detroil before they found out that bthe iand which
they were inkterested in at Green Bay had been granted to the
local Indian agent, John Bowyer. They returnad to Oneida

Castle, buk were not discouraged.

anokther delegation traveled to Green Bay in 1B21. This time
they were succesaful in being granted a small strip four miles
in width, crosaing the Fox River ak right angies, with Little
Chute as a center and running each way equidiastant. Both

the Hennominee's and the Winnebage's agreed te thia, in lleu

of payment and raktions which would be paid the followling year.

When the delegatlon returned to Oneida Castle they received
some very strong criticlsm from most of the Iroquols People,
egpecially the First Chicstlan Party., who wrote to Biaheop

Hobarc complaining of Willlaws' yJ.::ua T Eeguss Shi inyg

[ [ — ]
L -
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"Ba far as can be determined khere wad ho responae to thia.:
On the conktrarcy, the folliowing year another delegatlon was
sanctioned by the church, government and Ogden Land Company

with funds and patronage ko travel ko Green Bay again.

(5}




The delegatbkion waa larger thias time owing to the fact that
the Stockbeidge people now inclued tha Brothertown and Muncee

Indlana.

The Mennominee's and the Winnebaqgo'’a mek wlth the New York
Indiana to receive theiv deferred payment, at this peoinkt they
were asked for an extensalon of khe cession. The Winaebage's
abaolutely refused and withdrew from the council. Wiliiama
was vary perauvaslve, made all kinds of promises and after
some time was able to negotiate a treaty whereby the New York
Indlans would be jolnt occupants to nearly one-half of the
pregent atate of Wlsconaln. Preaident Monroe, with =light

modification, approved 1t in March of 1823,

The followlng year about one hundred Oneldas and just about
ag many Stockbrldge moved to their new home. Williama and
his delegatlon spent the winter at Green Bay, Williams at
Ehe vacant Indlan agency, which El1lis triled unsuccsasfully
Eo cenvert into a schcol; the school Williams had promised
when negotiating the treaty.

In 1823 Wiltiama {who waa about 36) marrled fourkeen yesar
old Madelaine Jeourdaln, who was the daughter of the agency
blacksmith, Joseph Jourdain. She came from a French and Indian
(Mennaminee) background. It was an arranged marriage with
no cottrtlng; and Madelalne who was sald to have had a sultor
had ko ablde by her parents wishea. 8he 1a dlacribhed as belng
a very pretty but uneducated half-breed. Frlor to Madelalne,
Wiktliama had approached one of the daughters of Louils Grignon,
but she politely refused his offer. 1t should be mentioned

hat Wadelaling vined 4,800 avLus.
Williama took hils new bride to New York &in 1825, to be baptized
and conflcmed by Bishop Hobart who yave her his surname to

be used as her middie name. 3
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Willlams was ordained a deacen in 1826, buk never received

any higher eccllslastical rank than that. From their union

came three chlldren. ' Two daughter died in Iinfancy and one

son; John Lawe. In 1867 John was a steamboat captaln on Lake =
Winnebago. By Eilis's account father and son were said to

have been closze.

The marriage Erom all accounts, and Eleazer's lone traveling
did 5ok seem to be a happy one. The iarge tract of land which
Madelalne once owned would gradually be lost to cover bilis.
When she died in 3886, she was living alone ip a deaclate
looking cabin on a small parcel of land near Green Bay in

the town of Lawrence in Brown County. The area is row occupied

by the Lost Dauphin State Park. '

In 1827 the Mannominee Tribe showed their opposition to the

New York Indians in the treaty of Butte des Morts, by choosing

not ko recognlze them as owners in common to their territory

aa they had previously stated In the treaty of 1823. cCalonel
Stambaugh advised the Mennomlnee’s to sell their larnd to Lthe
governmenk and disregard the Mew York Indiana. In 1830 commissioners
appoinkted by the president appeared at the Bay to establish
boundarles for them. Chilef Oahkosh, one of thelr main leaders,
denied that the New York Indians had any right to thelr land,

but instead were considered tenants at will during good behaviour,

buk not conktrollers of the soil.

The Mepfnomlnee's ceded one-half of their lands ko the government
and ignored the New York Indians. However: the senate Eook
action to be "juast"™ to the Ircquois People by the follovinag

. measnreas: |
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bthe Stockbridge, Brothertown and Muncee Indians were restricted
to a parcel elght mlles by twelve mlles on the eastern shores
of Lake Winnebago while the Oneidaa and cbther Six Wations
members were setbtled at Duck Creek west of the Fox Rlver on

a tract bf about tweive mlles aguara. This was ratified by

bthe senate on May 17, 1883,

Willlams dream of an "Iroquois Empire” was slowly fading,
a3 was his Iroquoia followlng.

Bis lack of attendance at the Duck Creak settiemant. His
unconcern about thelr spiritual needs. His refusal to teach
them either Engilsh or Mohawk. His condemnation of other
denominatlons and the exposure of his financlal affairs led
the Onelda's to try to rid themselve of Williams.

In 1832 the Onelda's, with Chief Paniet Bread as their leader
asked Colonel Boyd, khe Indian agent, to sit in on a council
meeting., Boyd complied and brought along a few of the Green

Bay citizens. Boyd was asked to draft a copy of their cemplaints
in triplicate ko send toc the War Department, the governor

of New York and to the proper authorltles of the Protestant
Episcopal Church. The communication waa witnessed and signed

by the chei{fs of the First Christian Party.

The Rev. Solomon Davis had been working as a.missinnary at
Onelda Caatle since 1821, and fn 1830 led a group of about
250 onelda's to the Duck Creek settlement. Davis would soon
become familar with Willfams and sent a ietter of complaing

to*Bishop Kemper, whe in Eutn reprimanded Wililams,

..*Biéﬁéﬁ.ﬁnﬁﬁft.&ieﬁ“fn i835/ belng succeeded by Bighop Onderdonk
ad blshop of Hew York. Bishop Kemper was appointed to a newly
formed area of authority which included Missouri, Indiana.
and the Northweab, Williams waa in the Nocthwest with authorization
from New fork; 80 that there was some disagreement as t¢ whose
authority he was under. Apparently the Onelda's were nok
the aonly people to prefer charges against him.

(8) Y




After the 1838 treaty and rejection by the Oneida‘s, Williams
retreated to his wife's eastate. He still maintained a correasponpdance
with people and some of his kin back east. There are letters

to the diccese in Hew York reqguesting a mlsscnary position -
there. He also did a lobt of Eraveling back and forth to New

York.

In 1841, while at St, Regls, Willfams learned that the prince
de joinville {thled gva of Louis Philippe, thesn king of the
French} was planning "to go via the great iakes to Green Bay
ont Lake Michigan,; and then starting from Mackinaw, the oid
indian Michlllimackinac to follow up the krack of our officera,
soldiers and migslonarles who pushed on till they discovered
Ehe Mismaissippl”. {a quote from hia memoirs)

Learning that the prince was loocking for gomeone who kneu
Indian hablts and history, Willlams was at Mackinay vhen de
Jainvilles’s beat docked.

- In later years (1851) Willlams would tell Mr. Wanson, author

of the Losat Prince, about this encounter with prince de Joinvilie.
The encounter he clalms was brought about te ask Eleazer ko
abdicate any possiblity of his right to the threne of France.
Williama goes Lntc some detall! about khe whole mesting and

the numarcusa prmises made to him 1f he would sign the document
the prince produced.

Williams relates that he could nob barter avay the rightas

of his family and stated "though I am in poverty and exile

I will not sacrlifice my honeor.

Williams ha& in 1838; entered the offlce of Geroge H. Haskins.
" editor of Ehe Buffalo Expressa and confided Iin him under the
seal of profound secracy that he was khe "Lost Dauphin®.
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In 1846 the SBoclety Ffor the Propagation of the Gospel among
the Indians and others In North America appraopriated money
for his aupport as a miasionary. but after kwo years the atipend

was withdrawn.

In 1830 he went east to offer hls setvices for the removal

of the Senecas from Indlan Territory te the upper walers of
the Missiaaippl, his offer was deciined. He did not return

Eo his family after Ethis but took various misaiconary positons,
for short periods of time. He spenkt the remainder of hins

l1if=s at Sk. Regla.

tie died August 28, 1858 in great poverty, alone in a cottage

at Heganaburyg.

In 1947 Bleazer Wllllams remalns wera exhumed from St. James
cemetery at Hogansburg, New York, as the misslon there had

been closed down. Rev. Chriatian from Onelda, Wlsconsin was
fliven permission to retntarr Eleazer's remalns st Holy Apoatles

Chu rch.

Before the remains were reburieaanrl G. Weight, director

of the Neviile Museum In Green Bay took photographa from almost
every angle, as well as careful measurements, which were gent

to the University of chicages, where It was determined that .
they were of part Indlan origln. Wright also sent the information
to oskteologist of Ward's Natural Science estahlishment in

Rochester, New York,
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