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APPENDIX No. 18.

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE ADVENT OF THE NEW YORK
INDIANS INTO WISCONSIN,

BY GEN. ALBERT G. ELLIS,

The Holland Land Company had, for many years, held the pre-
emption right of purchase from the Indians, to most of the land
of Western New York, having derived it from Massachusetts
originally, subsequently confirmed by the State of New York, A
large purchase was made of the Indians, by Paeres and Goruam,
of nearly all the lands east of Genesee River. Of the balance,
lying west of that river, a large cession was made to that com-
pany,at a council of the Senecas, held at Geneseo, in Sept. 1797,
excepting certain reservations. These reservations were large, and
included the most choice parts of the whole.

““In 1810, the Holland Land Company sold all their pre-emp-
tive right to the Indian reservations to Davio A. Ognoe, for fifty
cents per acre.” Mr. Ocpex and hig associates in this purchage
were afterward known ag the © Ogden Company.” Up to 1817,
they had succeeded in extinguishing but a part of the Indian title;
the large reservations of Cattaraugus, Alleghany, Tonnewanda,
Tuscarora, and Buffalo, still remaining. The anxiety of the com-
pany to effect the extingnishment of the Indian title to thege re-
servations, and the removal of the Indians, had exhibited itgelf in
various forms, and sundry unsuccessful efforts, for years. In thig
year, a new plan was conceived, and its accomplishment set on
foot, to wit:—to secure in the West, by consent and aid of the
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General Government, an extensive grant of lands from the west-
ern tribes, as a home or hunting ground for the several tribes
holding the reservations in Western New York. This plan was
pondered with great care, tltoroughly matured, decided and acted
upon by the Ogden company, with equal skill and vigor. One
of the first steps, was to secure the consent and co-operation of the
War Department, which was obtained.

A band of Indians, known as the Stockbridges—more proper-
ly the Mo-he-kun-nucks—had moved from Massachusetts at an
early day, having obtained a cession of some five by seven miles
square from the Oneidas, on the southern border of their reser-
vation, in the county of Oneida, N. Y. The Mo-he-kun-nucks sold
off a small tract on their southern border, to a few associated In-

dians from the remnants of various bands of New England tribes,

now known as the Brothertowns. These two tribes had resided
for several years on their new possessions near the Oneidas.
About the year 1817, a young leader, chief of the Mo-he-kun-
nucks, Soromon U. HexprIcK, a man of much more than ordin-
ary energy and talent among the Indians, succeeded to the head
of affairs. IIo regarded the languishing condition of his people

~as areproach to the former name and glory of the old Mo-he-kun-

nucks, and used all his eloquence to persuade the young men to
arouse, and make at least one effort to retrieve their name and
character. He argued, with equal force and sound reason, that
their then paralyzed condition was owing to their confinement to
a small space of ground, and being surrounded and preyed upon,
by the white inhabitants, from whose pernicious contact and ex-
ample, especially with regard to drunkenness, they were sustain-
ing a loss of all moral and physical energy and action ; and urged,
that their only hope for the future lay in emigration westward,
and the securing of such an extent of country, as would enable.
them to form new settlements, at such distance from the whites,
as to escapc from grog-shops and whiskey.

Their resident missionary, RRev. Joux Serceant,fell in with and
geconded the views of the young chief. In ashort timo the whole
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iribe was indoctrinated with the new scheme, and anxious for its
consummation. The American Board of Missions gave their in-
fiaence and aid; through whose suggestions the laic Dr. J EDEDIAH
Morsz, of New Haven, became deeply interested in the, plan.
This gentleman counselled the Indians and their friends to take
immediate measures to have a visit paid, by some discreet agents,
to the Western tribes,to select a proper point for location,and open

~ negotiations fora ccﬁsmn of lands. Dr. Morse himself was tbongnt

to be the very person to undertake such a mission. Apr lication
being made to the Secretary of War, Dr. MogsE was commission-
ed to make a geneml tour among the North-Western Indmns,
with o view to forming a better understanding between those
tribes and the Government. Under this appointment, this gentle-
man spent the summer of 1820 in visiting gseveral of the North-
Western tribes. Whatever other purposes may bave occupled
the attention of this commissioner, it is certain that of securing
a western retreat for the Stockbridges and other New York Indian
tribes was a leading one; though the writer has no evidence of
any collusion in the matter, at this date, with the Ogden Land
Company. Green Bay was a point specially visited by Dr. Mogsg,
where he spent nearly three weeks, and preached the first protest-
ant sermon ever delivered at that place.®

1t wmust not be omitted here, that a part of the same tribe, ad-
hering to a chief of much influence, named Joux MrroxEN, about
the same period, sought a western asylum among the Miami
Indians, on White River, in Indiana, and actnally moved out
to that country in 1817 and 1818f. The United States Govern-
ment, however, purchased out the Miamies, and with that pur-
chase fell the expectations of Meroxex and his adherents to a

# Dr. Mogse remained fifteen days at Green Bay, from the Tth to the 23d of July, 1820, a8 we leara
from his Report, He was the guest of Col.J, SaiTx, then commandant of that garrison., L. C.D:

+The Miamies had, many years before, given the Stockbridges a large fract of land on White River,

and confirmed it in July, 1817, and that summer two Stockbridge families moved there and took pos-

session of +he land, and the next year a large body migrated, but before their arrival, the Miamies had

eeded their country to the Faderal Geverament, L. C. D.
53
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home in that country,
1822, - : :
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zation, and a party ‘of them to christianity, than any other-tribe
of the Six Nations. Making his obsérvations and reflections ‘on

" their condition, aftera short'visit, he went to' New York, sought

an interview with the late Bishop Hosakr, gave him an aceount

of the condition of these Indians, and submitted 'to- him a

plan for their christianization, and the engrossing of the whole

tribe in the Episcopal Church. 'The Bishop readily fell in with
the suggestions of Mr. WiLrrams, and immediately commissioned
him as Catechist and Lay Reader to the Oné¢ida Indians. * W
L1ams, besides being tolerably versed in-the christian system and
in theology, was thorongh master of the Indian langnage, his
mother tongue, besides being a natural orator and most gracefal
and powerful speaker, the sine qua non of persuasion and success
with Indians. :

He found at Oneida a nominal christian party, and the name
only of a church under the patronage of the Presbyterians,a Mr.
Jenxins being missionary. Junxins was weak, inefficient, with-
out idfluence ; and his cwre ‘partook of the like character; the
numbers were small, and the congregation on the decline. * WiL-
L1AMs saw at a glance his vantage ground. He told the Oneida,
it was a mistake in that order of christians to intrude themselves
among Oneidas, and called to their recollection the fact,’that/‘twe
venerable fnissionaries of the London Missionary Society of ‘the
Church of England had many years ago planted the gospel among

them. That old Dr. Barcray aad Dr. Ogiuvie,* of that church,
had been specially commissioned by the Great Head of the
church, to baptize the Oneidas, and that he, WiLLrams, had been
sent by the same divine authority to remind them of the claims
of that church, and to bring them back to their allegiance. In-
stant success attended these addresses. Many of the older In-
dians of both sexes remembered Dr. Darcray and Dr. Cainvig,

i

and confirmed the statements and claims of the young Catechist:

$Rev. Hesey Banecnay and Rev, Jouy OciLviz were both, at diitercnt periods, missionaries o the
auid latter (u 17 1 of ghem mny b cecp

Mohaw ' veap ot Fart 1 Loy T Lk .
: LoeR

& Dae

LS. W



. 420
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a

::anessage to them from the Great Spirit, he assembled them in ﬂ!s :
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oo i t;t;h their interpreter, repaired to Albany,. and’
T p o e Governor of the State for a cession of a
st erv?tlon, for the express purpose; of building a
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johe-kun-nucks, or the Ogden Land Company, or whether it was,
tained, 'original in his own mind, sertain it is, -
818, he began to broach’ cautiotsly among his
f removing all the Indians of that
se of Canada, and the Senceas at ©
wndusky, to the neighborhood of Green Bay, and there unite -
gem in one grand confederacy of cantons, but all under one" !
pderal head ; the government to be & mixture ‘of civil, military,
ad ecclesiastic, the latter to be pre-eminient.  Grand, imposing ¢
nd fascinating in the extreme were the plans and designs of the
zew government, which he conceived and embodied, to lay before '
With some of the younger men,jthe thing took'
bat with the older and inoré sober minded chiefs, it had
so high, now descended more

s he stoutly main

jpdian people a proposition o
siate, 26 wellt as many of tho

deeply s
10 charm, and his late popularity,

quickly than it had risen. : :
Seeming to withdraw his proposition, he however adroitly plied

younger men of note and talent in the tribe,

d in' drawing into his plans some four or
ng secured this point
he visited the other tribes of the Six Nations,
promises of fature glory and aggran-
oung men of each tribe to enter into =
d the War Department, in imita- ‘"
‘ ce and assistance
1 tribes of the Six "’

and very soon succeede

among the Oneidas,

his scheme. He next addresse
tion of the Stockbridges, soliciting its countenan

for the purpose of obtaining

2 cession of country for a new home. The response of the Depart-
influenced by other

ment was favorable, having doubtless been 1
parties moving for the same ohjects.

Thus, it is to be observed, that whether singular or not, there.
was a combination of inflnences, dissimilar in motive but perfectly
consonant in purpose, all operating at the same moment in urging
a removal of the New York Indians to Green Bay. Each one of
claimed the eclatof originating the scheme: we in-

the parties
that they all, the Land Company, the

cline to the belief, however,
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Mo he-kun-
o-be-kun-mucks and Mr. Wirrzaxs; might, and probably did con

eeive, at prett near the same iod of tim :
Y near the same peri f time, the idea of a n
Rl . PRTI R a new

home for these Indians inthe. West, . But to proceed : Inthe win
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;1819 : he_ application of the Oneidas, Tuscaroras
CALY t asea

IS:h:::aa,;.O__n?ndagas, St.. Regig and Stockbridge d;];egatego(me v

, acting independent and separate) was made to the WarDe |

partment, for permission to yisit the Indians in the neighborh

of G_.x:een Bay..: The response olf.the(‘Depa.rtment wasg m:;eql(:d :

og;&lx:lt;ug tl;z;xi:. copy of an order to the several Superintendeng"
ian. s, and Commandants of military posts, to issue to ,

th y : .
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bl DO
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- u_;;::rncy. . The Superintendent: of Indian affairs at Detroit
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. 8 ne be at
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wipped,in July of 1820, the delegati i it 1

paid their respects to Gen’. Cass. geionrepaadio Detrol?, andg
As Superintendent of Indian Affairs, va. Cass received the":.

- party.courteously ; but it was soon apparent that as Governor of

;l;ll(:il;g;l:‘; ;:;e proyilclt of N ow York’s quartering her Indian tribes -
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S uty, in obedlenfze to the orders of his superiors.“'.
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mens ¢ vilised, will have over the habits of thei wmple of Indinns who are in a great
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# They were further informed, (and the
gews was astounding enough,) that their proposed journey to Green
Bay, if for the purpose of treating with the Menomonees, would
be quite unnecessary, as that tribe had a few days before ceded

& 1o the United States, Ool. Jonx Bowykr, Indian Agent at Green

Bay, acting as commissioner, forty miles square of their land in
the immediate vicinity of Fort Howard. The eye of their intend-
od purchase, the key to the country they sought—this purchase by
the United States frustrated all their plans, deféated their dearest
popes. Chagrined but not discouraged, the delegates retraced
their steps to New York. That State took the cause of its Indians
in keeping. DBoWYER’S treaty was rejected by the Senate, and the
ground again cleared of the impediments.

A new order was issued from the War Department to the Su-
perintendents of Indian Affairs, and the commandants of military
forts in favor of the delegates, for a renewal of their effort in
1821. Fourteen delegates went, three from the Stockbridges, four
from the Oneidas, one from the Onondagas, two from the Tusca-
rora’s, three from the Senecas, and one from the St. Regis, and
arrived in Detroit in July of that year. Gov. Cass again
received them courteously, but informed them that the French in-
habitants at Green Bay were hostile to their intentions. The
steam-boat Wallk-in the-water being expected in a few days on
her trip to Green Bay, with a detachment of United States troops
for that post, it was determined by the delegates to take passage
in her. Gov. Cass added to the party, Crarces C. TROWBRIDGE,
clerk in his Indian Burean, to superintend the negotiations for the
United States. The party arrived at its destination early in Au-
gust, 1821.+ No Indian Agent was found at Green Bay, Colonel

-

® From Haxson's Lost Prince,
with the Pottawattamies at Maumee Riv
gion of Lake 3
ing them aid, &

it appears that Gov. Cass was absent holding a treaty, ashe 8ays,

er—but reaily on his exploring expedition to the copper re-

aperior—and Lieut. Gov. WoopeRIDCE, with whom they conferred, declined furnish-
L. C. D.

s he said he Lsd no authority to assist them.

4 The Detroit Gazette of July 13th, 1821, thus notices the arrival at Detroit of Mr. WiLiaxs and his
delegation: ¢ Arrived yesterday @ orping in the steamboat WWalk-in-the-water, the Rev. ELEazER WiL-
LiAMB, misgionary 19 +he Oneida Indisns, with = deputation of the Six Nations, who are on their way to







