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of the Historical Society’s Collecitony it iy« eas,
it was thought that a reprinting of the Belknap-
Morse findings would make them more readily avaii
tle to students interested 1n the condition ot the
Oneida, Stockbridge and Brotherton groups at the
end of the i8th century.

Where differences of marked degree cxist between
the copy from which the Massachusetts printing wis
wade «nd that in the Museum'’s collections, these ave
noted. Speliing has been moderized, lics used
only where emphasis is thought to Lave been in-
tended, «nd there hus been some arbitracy repara-
graphing to present more balanced reading.

1 ; ¢ 1

Ypr
L} ampersan ic € 4

wludh
employed throughout our copy, 15 expaaded i the
printing. Capitalization has been normalized. The
initials J. M. have been 2ppend=d to notations which
exict either as foot or marzinal notes in the Mu-
ceum’s copy of the report, and which all .ppea: as
footnotss here. [hose no ideqfled are supnlied
in the present editing '
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INDIAN REPORT - 1796

P8 N s corrriest appointed by the Board of
Commussioners of the Society established in
Scotland for promoting Christian knowl-
edge to visit the Tadians who are objects of their wis-
sions at Oneida and New Stockbrilve, under the
care of the Revd. Mr. Kirkland and the Revd. M
Sergeant, have attended that service; and alrer a
long and tedious journey of more than six hundred
miles in the heat of summer, have by the [Divine
Blessing returned to Boston and offer to the Board
the “ollow ing Keport.

N.B. AL the board gave us not only a of
queries, but liberty to add any others which ruihr
occur to us, we haye enlarged the number from six-
tec to twenty-four, and shall divide or combine ow.
acswers to them in such a manner, @5 we coicewe,
will make our report more conspicuous.

" his Cowenittee were Revd. Jeremy Belknap, of Bos

toa, D.D. and Revd. Jedidiah Morse, of Charlestown, 13.D.
Phis fauraey cvas performed in the months of luoe aad
vy 1796, Ur. M. returned by way of New Yol
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¢ THE ONEiDA, STOCKBRIDGE

(Juery 18 What 15 the aumber ot

~

whom Messrs, Kirkland and Sergeant L

Answer. The objects ot Mr. Kirkland's tission
ace the Indians of the Onetaa nation, whose relative
situation may be better understood by the map which
any verbal descrig
tion. At the last enumeration, the number of men,
women and children wis six hundied and tweaty-

ivht. There is annually an exact census taken of

accomoanies this ccport, than !

all these {ndians, the reason 6f waich appe

in our answer to the 1gth query. Mr. Kirklanc

residence is on a rract of land given him by the

Oneidas and confirmed by the State of New York in

1780 The distance from his house to ~ahnonv olo-
; )

hale 4 Canew Moere |, rhe ;»'*yl\”'p"i vitlage of th

]

Oneidas, 1s about twelve miles,
The obiects of Mr. Sei seant’s 1assion are {nd’ans
{ New Stockbridge, who are en a rract of land six
miles square, adjoining the s. ¢ part of the Oneida

resetvation as-may be sera in the may 2 The number

of them is three hundi J

2 {n the M. H. S, printing no ment i« made of the
dispasition of this wap. Mis: Walker cannot locate it in
che archives of the American Board of Cor
Forzign Micjons® nor » Mre. Riley, \ ar he
Massachuses Historical Society, find 3t am.ne the collec
tions there.

By the Clinton Theay with the On ida at Foet Schuvler,
Septeruber 22, 1788, the Stod kbaidise e granted a4 wact
six miles  square and the New Eagland fadinas (the

seAN <A ) s T b esadrh

[} i + 4

misstoners fos
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I rireant rasides in the village of New S

bridge with part of his family ; the other part teside
at Old Stockbridge in the State of Mlassachuserts,
distant about 160 miles. The legislature of New
York have larely granted him a tract of land con-
tatning of auare mile, which is to be located in
that part ot their late purchase of the Oncida teser-
vation adjoining New Stockbridge.

On the n. e. part of New Stockbridge lies Brother
ton ceataining those Indians who were lately undes
the care of the Revd. Samson Occum,

Kadsnd
Uhey are one hundred and fifty in number ;) and are
sometimes visited by the wmissionarios,

."!N,"\' have
lately peurioned for a miiionary

be paid by the
Society, 'till they shall be abie to maintaia one

themselves

Query 2nd. How many are piotessedly Pagans
and how maay are Christians?

Adnswer. In New Stockbrideue are no professed
Pagans. Amony the Oneidas are eight adualt persons
who' are thus denominated. This will be
answered ander the sth query.

turther

Query 3rd. How wany different breeds, oc mix
sures of blood are there amonyg them?

Adunswer. Uhe Indians of New Stockbridye are
amostly pure, tho' theve are come mixture of Whites,

comonissiancrs of Indian affairs appooied by lac for the

extinguisioment of Lal’an titles iu the State of Neaw Y L.
\ v, 1861, 2 vols. (1, 234)
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Amiong the Oncidas there is scarcely an
who s not descended on one side from Indians of
other nations, or from knglish, Scots, Trich, Freach,
German, Dutch and some (ev fiam Africans.

Mir. Dean, our interpreter, thinks that there has
iol been a pore Queida in existence for above tivelve
year: past.

Query gth. Into how many different pacues ace
they divided bath poiiiical and relirions?

Query sth, What are their
views, interests and prejudices?

espective principles,

dasiver. The Srockbridge Indians are not divided
into religious parties ar present, tho' during the life

of Mre. Occum there was 2 div

who preferred himy to Mr. Sergeaut and others whe
adhered to the latter. The peinaipal divisien now
among them s between those who are in favor of
leaving their lands to the white people and those who
prefer enluvating them with their own hands. The
latter party has of late gained the ascendancy, as
appears by their covenant darod June 3, 1796 a copy
of which was delivered to us by Captiin [lendrick
Apaunat,® sachem, accompanied with § strings ol
“ampurny,

P Also spelled: Aupaumut, Arepaument, Usnpooma
{1757-1830). Hendiick was concerned in the remoy

the Stockbridpge from Massachusedts t0 New Vol 1785
87) and « ive inthe attemnr o T n
) y
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e Oneidas are divided between Pagans and
Christians. e took some pains to enquire into the
principles ©# the former and meeting with an old
man of eighty, who is reputed the head ot the Pagzan
party, we requested Mr. Dean to coter into conver-
sation with him and give the result. It was this:
Soine of them address their devotions to the wind ——
others to the clouds and thunder -— he to the rocks
and mountains, which he believed to have an in-
visible, well as visible existence,
over humain actions

and an agzency

{ o this kind ot superintending

power hie had always trusted for success in bontior

and 1n war, and geaerally obtained his desire. He

had either killed or taken captive his enemy. and had
en fortunate in the chase

He regacded the oNyIDA STONE a

1 DIO} { im-
blem or representation of the divinity which he wor-
shipped. This stons we saw. It is of a rude un-
wrought shape, rather inclining to cylindrical, and
of ragre than an hundred pouads weirht  (t bears no
semblance 1o any stones which are fourd in that
His lincal aand collateral descendents were active 1o Stock-
Age affairs for muny vears.

Vanl Weer, duriag his vears of research on the histar,
of the Walum Oty o Falum Olum. Indiantpolis, in-
dizna Historical Sovety, 1954, pp. 243-272; 366-370),
crossad the teail of Hendrick so often in the re~ords of the
“White River area (t810-1829) that his interest in the
Captain was arous=d. Such interr- is to result in a bi-
ogiphy of Apaumut, aiso to be published by the Indiana
H cal Raclety ably Yo Caprain Hendrick
Sar
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10 IHE ONEIDA, STOCKRRIDGT
COUG b Whienee W wWas Orig ) .1;}% 1
an tel! he rradition is, that it follows the

nation 1n thetr remaovals, From it the
nation is derived, for Oaeida signifies “the upright

stone.” When it was set up in the crotch of a1 tree
the nation was supposed invindble. It is now placed
1 an upright position on the earth, ar rthe doo of the
old man’s house. A stout man can carry this stone
about 10 or 50 rods without resting; and this 15 the
s

aanner in which (t may be said {with lp of a

ilo thi in their remavals,

!\.YII: riestordait)
I'no’ the number of proicssed Pazans be smai, v
the whole narion, nocwithstanding their opportua-
ties for relivious improvement, are stitl inluenced a
a zreat degree by their old mythelogy. They are

i

","l'»,l,.'\'l‘i ‘Vftl" Qetievei in Wil f.-_"!f 1 il ¥
agency. 1hey pay great regard to dreams and om
and attvibute the most cowinon events ta caust
with which there can be no natural conurction. Not
long since an Indian was drowned in ope of the
Oneida creeks which are annualiy visited by the
salmon. When rthe season came they tagined thy
.0 fish =ould be found in that stream, 'ail a gentle-
1an of Albany
ort Stanwiv rersuaded them thar he Lad put sowe

who happencd at that time to be at

thing in the water to purity it, on which they r
sorted to the ceeck and took the £

tho't themselves much obliced t
his skl wnd gooduess.

as formerly

rentleman for
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ple were Freach Jesuits from tnsda, who were

very foad of baptizing their children @ soon as they
were born, and tavhe them that delays were dan-
gerous. "Lhe maoral characters of the parents were of
o consequence. tf sponsors could be cbrained the
ceremony was performed, toe fee paid, and a bottle
of rumi drank on the occasion.

Wiien adules defied baptism they were tausht to
say the Cieed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ton Com
! nay ts. a

, ard to make a confession to the priests,

as tie ~)ul'_s Pre usites to the admumstration of the

Ordinarce  The odiather gave the name, and, if

he was able, treated ne company with an exhilaras-
ing draught. This is the account which the Tadians
cir)

e of the old way’' w “\:!y ney sas '1,1‘; i

culty, and mighe easily be complied with, and so
much influence has the remembrance of this “. /4
way' pon them, thar when the present m cies
decline to baptize any of their children, the, cuio
theor 30 o0 4o emules o the German or Do chocerr e
menrs, dovon tie Mohawk River, where, on pavient
of the usual fee of half a doilar, they find no diffi-
culty in obtmining baptism, and are then pertoctiy
easy shout the alvation of rheir children, As far
thereto as t ki

L

)
of baptistu may denominar
themy Chictians, the whole natior, except the few
Pagans above meationed, may he <aid o he <o

The Whig and Tory distinction produced by the

! Some  fe f the

2 war ot + ( Qrteg
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i2 THE ONEIDA, STOCKRBRIUGE

Oneidas joined with the British, but the zreater part
dhered to the Americans, and affer the
desiructton of theu
enemy, they removed Jown to the plains of “Chenec-
tady and were scrved with rations at the expense of
the United States during the remainder of the war.
Compensation for thetr losses has been made them
by the [egislature of the Umon?® Those persons.
who went off ta the British, are still objects of
_51';1]0';)).

There is also « party created by the intrigues of
some persons who bough t land,
but the sale was not confiiued by the Srare of New
York. The :pirit of contention on this account, has
been carried to a great height. :

of rhem
villages and chuich by the

\i.';;_;\'..: ct of th

sl ! S et
Query 6th. What is the number of those who

NS Ty
are instructed in the principles of the Gospel, and

seen to be influenced by them?

Answoer. At New Stockbridge the people in gen-
eral attend o the public instructions of M« Sergeant
and the relizious confereaces which he holds with
thermn. The church consists of five men and twenty-
five women. Of the latter, none 1s under suspension,
and but one is complained of as disorderly. Of the
forin. r, tho have intoxicatt

een discipi ned for in
and are under suspension. We were prese

at one

rcligious exercise, which was decently attended and
S [reaty at Oneid, Dece=mber 2, 1791 -y
8 Dy, Relbnay piayed : ad Dr. Marse preached. — ] A

P
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their singing was remackably soft and harmonious.
Many of these people, male and female, can read
toglsh and some few can write. They- received,
with great pleasure, some religious bocks? which we
disteibuted among them,

Amag the Oneidas are 36 women who are re-
puted sober and of these Mr. Kirkland thinks 23
are «orious Christians. I liere are three or four men

of a sober character 1in general. One man ool

attended  the last Communion - this was  john
Skanandogh, and he is said by some to be the onls
man in the nation who never indulges himself in

drinking to excess He has very lictle influence in
the nation, tho’ vi.c of the chiets.

The present missionaries baptize no children but
those whese parents {at least one of them) are in
commmuanion with the Church. The number of bap
tisms pertorrmed by them is consequently very small,
not merc than 6 or 7 in a year in each mission. The
Lord’s Supper 15 administered not oftence than 3
times in a year.

It may be here observed that among the Oneldas
child en are reckoned to belong to the mother ruther
shan the father. They are numbered with the tiibe
or clan ro which the mother belongs. These tribes
are chres, and are distinguished by the
Wolt, the ¥oar and the Tuctle. 't ¢
before the tacher

imes ot the
niother dies
the mother's relations take the
children and educate them.

T Given by Mr. Wm. Woodbridge. — J. M.
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14 [HE ONEIDA, STOCKBRIDCE

Thus 1t sometimes happens that the children of
Christian tather are taken trom him and Tecated
by the Pagan relatives of the mother. An instance
of this now exists.

The son of Good Peter® (who died lately ) was
taken from him at his wife's death, and educated by
the old Pagan aforementioned, wha wos her brother.
This young Peter is a different character from his
tather, und makes ne pretensions to celigion. He has

irdered severai peisons and has o most sava e and
{ETOCious aspect ) but he 15 a great orator and has
more influence among the Oneidas than any other
person. We called to see him, and he thanked us tor
it, addinz that we supposed it was on his farhe:r’.
account we took notice of him. 2

ln r“" ‘»_'.V"':" state tF was ¢ Z.A'X.'fl 3 of |hl~ :"vll‘)" men
to attach therselves to no pacticular female, but
to rove at largze amonyg them tll they had pasted che
vigor of youth and then confine themselves to one.

At present the Oneidas marry young nad are said
to be more coutinent thae formerly. But the in
decence of hal it in the males, they oemng universally
sans culottes, having only one -mall anterior and
another equally smal! nosterior cioth ap Lo coyer
tiveir uncomely parts, 15 not 2 veey favorable <1 inp-
tom; and the hard trearment which the women re-

Y Good Peter, or Agwelewntongwas, was one of the
principal pacticipants in the nootiations at Fort sehuylor
by Gov. George Cliniorn, wl treat . ed Sentem

Ler (% oyl p ot ' /)

s R S AR M i s i o 0. St i e s - o e R

AND BROTHERTON SNDIANS f

ceive

from theix husbands, deing obliged to fabar
when they ace idle, does not indicate the prevalence
ot Christian principles to any great extent.

Murders are said to be not so frequent as for-
nerly s but @ melancholy 1nstance happened = few
davs betore our arrival. Two voung men had a
quatre!, and one shot the other dead; the father of
the dead immediately went and killed the mucderer,

and no furthe: notice was raken of the itrer,”
Peter, aforementioned, about 2 vears o K

Onondaga Tndiau; the Onondagas sourht for
in vaia, and when thev could not find him, teok their
revenje by killing an innocent Oneida Indizn. Peter
1

also killed several persons suspected of wireh
craft. Not long since an Indian of the Tu arora
awn hitfea nis uncle, a cnief., Complaint was made
to an English magistrate and the murdece, was
trap: soned in Herkuner County jail. This 124t
will biing on a question whether the laws of New
York extend to the Indians
Last sumerer Joseph Brandt, a Mohawt chief, and
A captain in che British seevice, formerly one of Dr,
Wiheelock's scholars, murdered his own sor, who
indecd a very bad fellow, and had at emnpted the
lite of his fother. Brande resigned, but Lord iJor-
chester would not accept his resignation.

YInthe M. i § printing (p. 18) o detailed account of
this aff taken from the journal of ¥ Mr, Sargeant

for e s supplied 18 a fuot "

st ke place i july w796 ~ J. A
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i6 THF ONE!DA, STOCKBRIDCE

Query 7tk In what

& : [y Lind of principles, called

Gospel principies, are they astructed ¢

Query Sth. Whether any of rhem muake ohlections
ro these principles and what are their objections?

fnswer. Messrs. Kirkiand and Sergeant are both
Presbyterians and Calvinists, a5 may be seen by the
heads of their discourses in their journals.  Mr.
Serge at says that he does not meddle with high
aoints such as oredestination and the vrgin of evil,
b norality. Mr.

i

K I YHein srw 1) . n . P " <
Kirkland, being very ill when we saw qin did not

t preaches faith, repentance anc

talk on any subjects, but he is well known tu be very
firm in the doctrine of Calvinism.

The I[ndians are not fond of disputation and do
not usually make obiections to parti ilar docirines.
They rath
by the missionaries in regard to the quaitfications tor
admission to Gospel ordinances. Formeriy, they ob-
jected to receive Christianity, becau-e 1t served to
degrade them o the view of *he confederated naaons;

¢ object to the strictaess which is required

but as to the external forms ot religinon the are oot
now averse to being cilled Christians

Ouery gth. What pumber of them have sepounced

their old habits of roviag, idieness, and intemperance,

copeciall, when the meaas o ind excess in

drinling oirits occnr?

Answer. This has been partly an ed under the
Hth query. But it may be tu ther observed with re

P

. s

B e s
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spect to roviny, tho their former nunting zeound has

been purchased of them and i st entirely gccu-

b

by white husbandme nd the game conse:
quently driven away or destroyed, yet so tond are
they of ruving that many of them are frequently
steolling among the whites and makinz long visits
where they can find food and liquor Tdleness is the
sin which most casily besets them, and is the paren
of many vices. “Indians cannot work” (s a saying
frequently in cheir mouths. "They have an idea that
to l=bor in cultivating the earth is dezradiag to the
character man, “who (they say) was made
war and hunting and holding ‘councils’, and that
squaws and hedgehoss, are made to scrarch the
ground.” Another of their proverbial traditions is
that the Great Snirit gave the white man a plough,
and the red man 2 bow and arrow Wd seni them
into the world by ditferent paths,
living in his own way.

With respect to drinking spirits, excepting the few
persons beforementioned, they are gererally, and we
fear incurably, addicted ro intempernnce, vhenever
they have the means i their powes
character of all the savages of North

This 15 the
\merica.
Ouery toth. Of what character ae the white
people who reside in their vicinity, and paoaeularh
those who are <o ected with chem?

dnswer. In New Stockbridge, there is but one
white family, that of \{r. Sergeant. The white peo

I ——————EA Ll Lt e R o —
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18 THE ONE{DA, STOCKRRIDGE

ple of the ncighboring scttlements have but little
intercourse with the Stockbridge Tndians; there is a
grood road thro' ‘he'( village, on which there is
frequent passing ot white people, and tog often on
the Lord’s Dray.

Among the Oncida: there are some white peopic
who reside as mechanics, and others who 7o occa-
sionally to trade with them. These are suid to be in
genc:al persons of ot the best moral characters, wnd
indeed there is very little inducement for peopie
who have any cegard to reputation to reside rmong
thern. Such persons can live much more agreeably
in thc ncwhbormg, settlements of the whites, without
v f,“’ Yi ‘}l s,

l"l W r!

th

l“O‘.'m".._v the nearest white neighbois to the In-
dians ot Oneida, were thic Lermans and Dutch on
the Mohawk River. These were all broken up by
the late war, and the whole oi the Mohawk Nation
,f [nd ans who resided at s wul pliaces on that river,

fv sheirs villages about the year 1780, and have
never returned. At the peace, the Germans and
Dutch resutned their plantations, but 'till the year
1785 there was not a white tamily above th Gevian
Tlats. Since that time the countey has been rapidly
populated and cultivated by ‘people who removed

‘ncland and who have,

from several parts of New |
in that short space, made greater iniprovements in

ciltivation and brecding of cattle than the (erman:
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20 THE ONEIDA, STOCKBRIDGE

+}

reservation « wd thie “;"'i\"\-.;‘ river above e Ger
ships, Whitestown, Paris, and Westnareland, there
were in 1785 but two familics, those of Hluih White
and Moses Foot, but now, in 1796, there are within
the same limits six parishes with five settied ministers,

man Flats, which (s now divided to three town-

three tull regirents of wiliia, and one corps of ligzht
horse. all in uniform. Besides this rapid populition
on the eastern side of the Oncida country, there are
many thrivine settlements on the north, west and
south, which are every year increasing by emigrations
from New England, New Jersey and the lower parts
of New York. Thus these Indians are entively ur-
rounded by- the white people who are in weneral
sober, peaceable, and well informed; and their plan-
rations are conunvally eanlarging and improving by
the hand of indusiry. Asiong them, hiowever, there
io a muvture of the intemperate, knavish, and pro-
janc; and it is unhappy for the Indians, that they
have more connection with these than with the
virtuous part of the community.

Query v th. Whether any regulations have been
adopted by the Indinns as a palitical body to prevent
the excessive use of spirituous liquors; if so, w ether

such repulations have been carried into cxecution ?

Anser. Some regulaiions have been wode and
executed at New Stockbridge, and the number of
retail houses is lesscned. That party who ace in

teasing their lands are the most-addicted to

. B e s B
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intemperance : har it is acknowledged, that those who
are called, in general; steady and sober men will at
some tiaees transgress the cules ot intemperance,

At Oneida, the chiefs have frequently attanpted
to prohibit the introduction and sale of spirituous
liquors: but from the small degree ot power, which
they possess and the waot of subordination among
the people, these attempts have hitherto proved inef-
fectual. The authority of sacheirs and chiefs s
merely that of recommendation, withcur any cner-
cion ¢f penal sanction. YWhen, therefore, o

‘I\i’(i\
can transyress with impunity, no regulations can
hiave any effect.

They seem to be sensible of the necessity of some
coercive measures, to check the prevalence of intoxi-
cation, and have petitioned the Legislature of New
York on the subject. A copy of this petition was
given to us by Captain Hendrick We could aot
learn that anything was done in answer to this peti
tion. Labor and industry are the best zntidote to
internperance.

Query 12th. Whether in any considerable number
they have addicted themselves to the art of industrs
and agriculture, so as to pracure a decent subsistence

or theraselves and families?

Austeor. At New Stockoridee o is computed that
about rwo-thivds of the men and nine-tenths of the
women are industrious. Agricultere and the breed-
ing of cattle and swine are their chiet caploy-
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22 THE ONEIDA, STOCKBRIDGE

nents by which they procure a sufficieacy of foa
and fs) ".-!.i",l, part of their pr luce are apis
purchace their clothing. They have but tew sheep,
and a little flax; and they seem to he desirous of
improving in both thew articles. Sheep may be
multiplied with ease if the woods are cleared, espe-
cially as thece are no wolves in that neighborhood.
There is a single instance of a woman w Lo, last
vear, wove 16 vards of woolen cloth, and by the in-
cicase of her sheep, expects the present year to weave
doubie the number  We made particular enquiry for
ner and gave her our hearty benediction. Met nan
is Fsther. She is a widow of forty years ot age, has
seven children and an infirm sister, who depend
on her for maintenance. The sachem Hendrick
Apaumut has a good held of wheai, 't [ndian corn,
potatoes, and grass, and we had the pleasure ot meet
ing him in the road driving his ox team. "The fences
in ceneral are good, and the lind under tolerable
enltivation in New Stockbridge. One grand reasor
f this will appear under the 17th Query.
- At Oneida the casc is very ditterent, the reasons
of which wi!l be scen in our answers to the 17th and

19th Queries. Their arriculture Is in its infancy,
1

\ tubor being performed almoit wholly by rhe women

U A latter from My, Sericnnt dated Oct 1796, says:
“Ihe people are very thankiul for the bool on farming
/Dr. Dean's NE. Farmer) vou was so goond to send
them.  Almost every family have wowed wheat thes

fall.” — J. M. This letter is 1o the Museum’s Stockhridye
lections: It is dated Octolier th
R e T T

S v i e il

AND BROTHERTON INDIANS 23

An Oneida chict, Tohn Skanandogh excepted, would
think himself depraded by driving a team or guiding
a ploush.

Not wure than 2 or 3 families procure a subsist-
ence by agriculture; and these have little cncour
rent to proceed, because their neighbors will live
upon them as long as they have any rhing o ear,
They may be said to procure a “subsistence” by
fishing and fowling, and by raising some cors and
beans and potatoes by the labor of their squw e, and

2

by the help ot what money they receive, hercairer to

be mentioned ; but what subsistence the: hes
and all oiher ways would hacdly be tho't “decent”
by any people except thenuelves.

The Oneidas affect to despise their nei hbors of
Stockbridge and Brotherton for their attention to
agriculture, but they are obliged to buy their corn
and meat of them. We saw several Onetda women
bearing burdens of corn on their backs, which they
had been thither to buy : and an Oneida chief and his
wife deiving o hor, which died with [from the?]
heat, from N Stockbridge to Oneida.

Guery ‘13th. In what manner s the money
granted annually by Congress to establish and en-

wrage hushao ey and manufactures exoended ; and
what improvements have been made?

Answer. By a treaty made 1704 between the
Tnited States on the one part and the Six Nations,
ind their Indian triends res

ding with them on the
£
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24 THE ONEIDA, STOCKBRIDGE
I {t was stipulated that “the sum of 45
Dollars should be expended annually and forever in

pucchasing clothing, demestic anima!s wplenen s
of husbandry and otier utensils, and in compensating
useiul arvficers who shall reside among then: and be
employed for their benelit

This allowance is wader the direction of a super-
intendent, and s not distributed *or any private
purposes. It is apportioned among them according

to therr numbers, which ae as tollows:
Within ti
Residing Briush lines.
in the These receive
United no part ot the
States Grant.
Viohawks S i o e 130
Ohttas -, 5 s g8 A
Cayugds . . oL 7. . $0" - A o400

Onordagas . . e AR R A
P00 el
1730 : .
300 « . . .
RO « « &

3748

The first and second year's pension paid to the
Stockbridge (ndians has heco expended in buildine

Tuscarotas . . .
Sencxas i
Stockbridge . . . .
Brothe:ton . 2

760

a sawanll and keeping a school. The next year’s is
{re it Can {aigu invembe ;

e
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s shop, and
d Hor

As soon as rhey can atford it, they propose to en
courage by premiums the raising ot sheep, flax and
grain, the manufacture of linen and woolen cloth.
and the clearing up of lands At present the school
is wicrmitted. L neir last school master was John
Queney,'® one of their own sons, who received an
education at Orangedale Academy in Neow Jersey,
near Newark

The Oneidas

appropriated to the ercction

the

Of

procuring a workman witlhi tools a:

have received their share of rhe al
lowance in the ceection of a sawmill, in the support
of a biacksmith, and in the purchasing of oxen .ad
imuplements of husbandry. It is also in contemplation
to build a church in their principal village.

A deputation from the Society of Quakers in
Pennsyivania has been sent the preseat summer to
reside with the Tndians of Oneida, New Stockhridgre,
ete,, and assist them in husbandry and the mechanic
arts.

We met these zentlemen and had a friendly con-
versation with them and they zave us a copy of their
commission.

The Stockhridre Indians have received somie as-
sistance with regard
fron

insttument: of hu bandey

‘ astablished

the Scclets ‘a0 Massachuseres for
" In the M. H. S. priniing, the pame is given as Quency
This is a typographical error, as the Quinney faruly was
prominent in the a®airs of the Stockbridge thro
eral gencrations, in Massachusetts, New York aod aiter

i RX 4
L4 L i

i T e T —

o ———— e




b <omanat e i

s 5 Tk B a2 e B L bt N Wt s 4 AT it LTINS

20 THE ONEIRA, STOCKRRIDGE

propagating the Gospel cmong the [ndians and
others in Noith America.

Query 14th. Whether it be true, as has been
strongly afirmed to the Society, that the arts of civi-
lization and industry, when adopted by the Tudians,
have such an unhippy effect on them that few of
em long survive?
have been inaccurately
tated, however strongly afivmed. We never headd
of any Indians who have perished or shortened thei
lives by civilization and industry. Very few have
even made the experiment, and with rerard ro those

$4 et b

Adnswer, Tl S Nia T mus:

w, no such eff: as followed from it, “I'here ave

at this time above 1000 Indians, pure and mixed, in
Massachusetts, most of whom have attained a5 great
degree of civilization «nd industiy as can generally
be expected of such people, and those who are sobeq
w i prudent live s long as others in the same cir-
cumistances. 1he Indians of New Stockbridize and
Brotherton, who removed from several parts of
New England a few years ago, afford another evi-
dence that the assertion made to the Society s not
founded 1 fact.

There are wmong thew s creat a peoportion of
aged persons both male and female, as amonz white
people. Skanandoph, the most industrious man of
the Oneidas, is between 60 and 70 vear

y Wi

i : Ty W ;
those mdividual upon wirom e best artempts ot
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cavilization had been made, have proved the most
vicious and abandoned, and ‘hat the vices acquired
by them in consequence ot @ preposterous mode of
education had hro't thewm to an untimely end, the
asserton cught bave pased uncentroverted. There
have been nstances of this among the western [n-
(lians, but with iespect to these aations in ;.:('nvr.il it
may be said that the experiment has never been
made,

We imagiue that this question must h orizi-
nated from a repoct of the almost total extinciion of
the Natick Indians, who were in the last ceatury
so numerous as to be objects of the labars of the
veneiable Mr. Eiiot, of Roxbury., He transiated the
Bible into their language: which then was under-
stood by other tribes within the limits of New
England, but there are now so few Indians who
understand chat language, that the Bible which he
transiated become almost wseless, and 5 to be
foun! only in some public libraries, ¢r priv e can.
nets as a curiosity. [t is true also, that ‘he remains
of the Natick [ndians whose residence was within
20 miles of Boston, ind of other smaller trilhos who
understood the same language, are at this day so
blended with blacks and whites, and so scattered s
not to be known or distinguished ; but that these
effects have resulted from their civilization «od in-
hastrey, 1s an asserticn which cannot be admiteed

3 } P } 1N N (v
An 1die and desulto NOGL B £ NIOrY ely to

ave been the cause of thetr present undistinguish
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211 ot ' e B ¢ v Fi
1TURNen ; O INBention various ients in
: PRI :
the cou f Providence, wh are not under the

control nf humanr power,

Query 1510, Wheth consumptions and other
disorders of the lungs are mere prevalent amo g

them now than in their former savage state? [f so

Guery 1624, \thther it be owing to iareruper-
ance or to the disuse of furs, and the introduction
of cotton and L+ for clothing?

siaswer. As the subject of these queries is a nat-
ter of opinion only, the information which we have
received from some gentlemen, differs from that of
.,‘hc-ra No regular accounts of deaths and casualties
h ve been kept and, therefo ¢, no knowledge can be

iad trom the best source. It is said thar the i
perate are qore subjece (o consumptions than the
sober ; but no comparison can be made between their
pnsent and former state, by which the greater or
less frequency of these comulaints can be ascertained.
A physician'* who has resided in the ne ighiorhood
of the Oncidas w:serts that pulmonic disorders are
frequent acong m--m

Another ¢ who is aot
whose opportunities fop Serva

sSICLn, ‘\I}i

Ch([f mi l"

Nive dDeen very

“In the M. H. s printiag, he iy identibed as Dr.

Hopkins, Morse has no -uk footno « in the Museam copy
¥ Mr. Dean.— 1. M. Jaines Dean £1718-1814), Kirk-

land's intcrpieter, men: /H'\’ earlier in the ceg ‘or a
shore Moographead sketcts of 1. ty, see Footieie in Houxh,
o pucif ) %

- & <= .
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: 5 . N
tavo uul 1S 0f A itterent ont N n, and ascribes L

disorders to the cxrremes of heat and cold, to w hu.h
they subject themselves in their paroxysms of ebriety.
Whilst another gentleman'® of great respectability,
who has been frequeatly conversant with the I
dians in various parts of this continent. is of oninion
that their tender lungs are injured by 1 want of fre-
perspiration owing to their disuse of furs, which
they have for the most part converced inro artictes
of traffic rather tliia clothing

Amidst this diversity, we must acknowledee that
e with the subject 15 not sufficient to
enable us o zive any decided opinion supp rted by
facts or observations.

OUT ACGUa

Query 17th. Have anv of the Indi ns distinct

propecty in lands?

Answer. Those of New Stoctbridge and Brother-
ton have made a division of their lands, <o that each
one holds his landed property as an < tote in fee
simiple, with this restriction, that it shail never be
oid -to white people. This is the grand reason of
their superiority in point of agriculiural improve-
ments to their brethren, the Oneidas, Tuw" ’Ol'.l\',

An attempt has been miade to brine he Qneidas
o the sarae regulation, and an instrument was
drawn by the late superintendent General [lsracl]
Chanin, and signed by the sachems, chiets and war-
riors of the nation Deceriber 3rd, 1794 by which

8 en amin] Li iy \{
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30 THE ONEIDA, STOCKRBRIDGE
they engaged: “to set apart to any persen whao should
require it, 200 acres of land to be held by him and

his posterity, with power to scll the same to any per
son of the Oneida nation, but not o any ot the
white people.”'™ And to kecp this engagement in
mind 1t was agzreed thac it should be “iend ornce a
year in tull council.” But on enquiry we could not
find that any thing had been done in consequence of
this agreement.

The: 2llow 2nv of their people to fence and cul-
tivate &s much !and 25 they please, and to take oft
the crops, but the land is the common properiy of
the nation; and if one who has been at the pains
do this should have more corn oi weat than is suf
fictent for his vwn use in the winter season, they will
vistt hini, and expect to be fed as long as there is
anything to be caten. This is a great discouragement
to those who are disposed 1o be industriou., of which
the number is but small.

Query 18th. Are any of themi under the guardian-
ship of the State of New York

Aniwer. The whole of the Six Nations and their
associates who reside within the limits ot the State,
ire tader the zuardinnship of its Leuzislarure, so far
as that they are not allowed to sell their land ¢
"In the M. H. S. prinding the o here occurs the {oliow
ing sentence, not present in the Museumn copy: “{i was
also agreed, that these lots of tand <should bhe 1iid :
regular forn, and coniigueu
of fencing inight be lessened.

ach other, that the

S R -

AND BROTHERTON INDIANS

vate perseos, bui to the State only, and no contract
s valid tess conhirmed by ¢ stare !.c-,vi«l.\m.:'
They have no repiesentation in the Legilature, and
there is a doubt among the laswyers whether the penal
laws of the State extend to them, uniess in cases
where both parties in 2 controversy voluntarily sub-
ject thermselves o the authority. The Brotherwon
Indians a oee particulariy under the guardian
ship of the State, as may be seen by a late act of
[the] Assembly, a copy of which acconiies this
report,!?

Ouery 16th. What sums of money or quantitie
of goods do the Indians receive from the State? 1o
¥ . : . "
are they divided ind what use 1s made of them?

Answer. The Stockbridge Indians receive nothinys
from the Stare of New Yor!

The Brotherton Indians receive an annuty of
2160 Dollars, which sum is partly appropriated to
the purpose of maintaining a school, paitiv to the
payment of an attorney to transact their bulnes,
and che remainder to be applied to their beaelt) s
he shall yudge proper

The Oneidas have for several years past received
600 Doltirs annually, as a consideration for the
land. pui hased of them by the State. The Cayueas
600 t

2 Onondagas 400,
8 Act passed March 31, 1795, 13th session of the New

York 5 e Lewislature. See: Greenleaf, Thomas 7o or of
the State of Neaw York, vol. 3 (1777-1797), pp. 207-10.
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No goods have been given to them by the Stas
but the Six Nations received from the Unired State

/ ;
present of goo {s about VEArs singe, 45:a con

peasation for their losses and removals during the
late war, which were equally divided avong them
according to their numbers, Uhe amount of this
compensation was 10,000 Dollare,

By an act of the Legislature oi New York, passed
on Apual 1t of the present year, the Oneidas ace to
reccive ot the State an annuity of 3552 Dollars, ia
consequence of a purchase of lands made in 1795
and in Yeu of all tormer stipulations, The Coy Ugas
2300 and the Onondagas 2000.

Whe i these annuities are paid to the Indizas, viz,
the Oneidas, Cayugas and Onondagas, the money is
divided to every person in each nation. This rendcrs

in ex

s e
enumeration necessary; and if a child be

bor but one hour bztore the 1GIEY paid, that
chuld has an equal share wich the oldest sachem.

it s the practice of the Indians to keep themselves
sober during the time that they ace recewving and
dinding dhis anuutty, Buc when they have gor theis
several shaves, according to the aumber in each
family, ciey ace at libeity to dispose of the manc,
as they please. Those who are prudenat and frigal
expend i+ for clothineg, and provisions, those who are
idle and intemiperate gratify their an tes to ex
cess, and tire whole soon gets into

hands of the

traders 10 the neivhboring towns, <r those who re-
sort to the [ndian v«”.u{(ﬁ with goods, wares and

S— S — e s e, i T o ——
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liquors about the time of pavment. Some of the

Indians even anticipare theiv shaces by running in
{cht to these traders.

< se anouities, as they are aow managed, are
supposed to operate as a discouragzement to m«lu;tr}'.
For as long as fodians can get their living by any
other means, they w1l not work.

Query 20th. Have the (ndians werensed or de
crezsed i number since the establishment ot the
misstons? And

Ouery 2150, 1f, decrease I, what ure the causes?

Luswer is the opiniiun of those who are best
acquainted with them, that they have rather in
creased ; but not in so great a propertion as the white
people. About three years since, forty of the Oneidas
died of the dyseatery, and within a vear past t
neasles have proved fatal o some.

We recominended to the mussionaries to keep cou-
lar accounts of births, deaths, marciagzes, enmivra-
rions, and immigrations, and to transmit them an-
nually to the Society

Duery 22nd. Whether the artcupts to civilize
the Indians have been pushed as capidly, as to give
them sime to change their habits?

Answer Ut Jdifference between the oave ond
civitized modes of e 15 so great that it s lmpesible
for either the body or mind to accoannodate ittt

to the change with any great dearee of rapidity. {1,
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34 THE ONEIDA, STOCKRERIDGE

therefore, expectations of i

1 sudden chanpe have been
excired, they must necessarily have been disappoicted.

Several causes may be considersd as having an
influence in producing the disappointment of sn
guine expectations relative

to the civilization of the

vride, indolence and im-
providence, their tenacity of common property in
their lands, together with the annu ties which they
L ! New York, have heen

savages.  heir national

m tn :\.[n:.-

alre ay mentionec ihese neces operate
hividrances to theie civilization; Ter it also be coa-
iderad that the humaa mind is natura!ls averse to
contral. If under the peculiar advanrages «which we

enjoy from education, science, g

rnent zad ex-

perience, we find among ourselves a great propot
) 3
tion of men, who are loarh to surrender so many of

thewr narnrad righes as are necessary to give strength
and safety to those which ure retained, we cannot be
surprised that the savage nations should be averse

making a surrender of their present customs and
manners, and sacrificing them to a systein with which
they are i a great degree vnacquanted.

We find by observation how hard it s
advanced in years t

R 1
O WL

or people
hits
stomed, for those
which are new, and even when they are convinced
that the exchance will be for their henefit, it requires

¢ -'h-"-“',,'(: the ideas and !}
!

h they have Yoo been ac

great strenvth of aund and a it of enterprioe,
03 S | true of e y

s e e SN et 9 i i S A sl i it it 4.

have had the veeat advantages, what can be expected
of those who have had much less, and whose preju
dices in favor of ancient customs and manners have
acquired strength in proportion to their want of
light and krowledpe?

It mav be added, that soine cxperiments of what 1s
called civilization and a polite education winch have

been made upon individuals, have served rather o

discust the {ndians and retard the progress of
iprovement.
The following rure, however hizhly colorved

vet may be consideied as drawn from the lite. An
Indian yvourh has been taken frond bhis friends and
onducted to a new people, whose modes of hink-
pleasures and pursuits are

ing and living, whose I
worally dissimilar to those of his own nation. s
aew friends profess love to him, and a desire for his
ymprovement in human and divine knowledzo, and
far his eternal salvation, but at the same time en-

voi to make him sensible
themseives. Lo tieat him as an equal vwould nor-
tity theic own pride, and degrade themseives in the
{ew of their neighbors. He is put to chool, T ut

of his iuferionity to

&
oo fellow students look on him as a being of an
i vledge, and

jterior species He acquires sone kno

is taught some onamental and perhaps nseful ac-
complishments; bue the degradineg memonals of his
infeeiority which are continualiv before s cves,

ad him « } oS { habits of his vount

N ¢ . 1
! I¢ Wils once el il ottt N '

- e T qr o - —




e bt . o

30 THE ONEIDA, $§10 BRIDG E

F\ut tho: Le

cation He s

iHe Sigiis to return to his friends

"'-’ most  bit el n:-‘:l"'

a white man nor an Alluhul, as ¢ had no
lhdfﬂCtCl‘ with us he hos none with them. if he has
strength of mind sufficient to rencuiice all his acquire-
ments, and
may po: f'ﬁ)' |

resume the sivage life and manners, hie
igawn received by his countrymen
but the greater probabiiity is that he will take reiuge
from their “ontempt in the i inebuiating draughr ; and
when this becornes habitual, he will be guarded from
no vice, and secure from no crime. His downss wed
progress. will be rapid, and
Such has been the tate
had the oppoitunity of enjoying an
French cducation and have
%

eountry. Such persons

v death premature
of several Tndiins who have
English or
returned to their native
must eithe; ely renounce
tieir scquireg babits ar d resuine their

if they | among thete couatrymen,
despised, and their death

vage life, or,

then must be
will be unlaiented.
Query 23:d. 1s any be mads be
tween the Indians who removed from Stockbridp:
and cther parts of New Fngland 1o the Oneida
countcy and the Oneidas themselves?

df;(;n‘ flon

Ansiver. Tt must appear fiom the fure sing ob
servations 't the former are in an lmprovable stat

espect to husbandry and other branches of

civilization, tho’ there are vices and defects : supe

with

nority of character as native lords of the soi! a2y pear
more corrupt and degraded than the former Qe
o prir e PRSI S b
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'vl'»“‘;p cither from fear or
1 Ut negtiier £ U‘( A BT £s Can now have
any mHucn e; they are rl(hnr ohjects of pity. They
night indecd become respectable and enjoyv that in-
daependeace whicli belongs to good husband:e.

They have a large tract of the most ricellent
land extremely well situated with respect to lakes
and streams of water which form an early trans-
portation for the productions of the earth to cood
markets; but they are insensible of these advanrazes
and attached to their ancient
become impracticable, LThey must lav asid

wbits, which are now

icter ot b nters "l‘_‘}lil\'f‘ ¢ “|‘ HYe is (70N

haunts are rendeved infinitely more valuahle he ool
tivation. "They cannot be warriors because
no enemites to contend with. If, therefor
despise husb the only remaining
source of opulence and independence, thes ¢ her
some distant region of the Mmerican
torest; or live as spendthrifts on the price ot their
lands: or become strollers and beggars 'till, like
their brethren ot Natick, they shall cease to have
political existence among manicind.

they have
ontinue o

tnygry

ietire Lo

Query 2ath.  Vhat is the present state of the
Oneida or Hamilton Acodemy, which has beca rep

resenied as the last etfore to be made, together with
agricnture and grodual introduction of the civil
arrs, for the national prosperity and happiness ¢! the
[ndi !f‘_\.‘v,
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on the eastern side of a cornm
a mile from the house of the
wd about elevern
dian villioes, 7l
md 3 stories hig
covered, and the work is suspended
The tollowing citract from the report of the
Regents of the University of New York, will give a

»

ding eminence,
evd. Ar Kigkland,
miles eastward of the nearest In-
e butlding s 82 feet long, 41 wide
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0. AT 18 at present a tra

1
Nne partly
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0 ent circumstances. { vide journat
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Cneida in the County of Herkemer have erected
the { ame ]

istees of the Academy of Hamilton

f a building for anacademy whi vill

quire a considerable sum of money to complete

5}!"‘5«' is H !ll ,\L"f v.u" o :A :1 mile rom

Acaler in which scholars

!hll‘_"", vut 1o e ,Jl("' has been enr pioye < j‘\)('!
l.?'('f.\li.l PRI 179
' . ;
“The funds for an insticution here consist of 4
" z 1] H f \
wres of land in the neighborhood the Academy
P i T ] ) '
vated d 106 Dolar 1 a subscri
' B
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: .
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the land h es ! 1y » 0of i Sig
th he buildiag s judeed by ti
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iting conmpittee to he inexpediont ‘to apply any
part of the money assigned to this Academy.”

On enquiry we found that the whole ot the 125
acies of land b rraged for tooo Dollars,
and that by “money assigned’” was tntended monsy
assigned to the gencral purpose of education by the
| Legislature of the State ot New York, which

amounts to 53,700 Dollars.

I'been bt

Signed-——Jeremy Belknap }
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