To THE SENATE

United States, January 2, 1795

Gentlemen of the Senate: A spirit of discontent from
several causes arose in the early part of the present year
among the Six Nations of Indians, and particularly on the
ground of a projected settlement by Pennsylvania at Presqu'isle
upon lLake Erie. The papers upon this point have already been
}laid before Congress. It was deemed proper on my part, to
endeavour to tranquilize the Indians by pacific measures.
Accordingly a time and place was appointed at which a free
conference should be had upon all the causes of discontent.

And an Agent was appointed with the Instructions of which
No; 1. herewith transmitted a copy.

A numerous assembly of Indians was held at Canadarqua
in the State of New York, the proceedings whereof accompny
this message marked No. 2.

The two treaties the one with the Six Nations, and the
other with the Oneida, Tuscarora and Stockbridge lndians
dwelling in the Country of the Cneidas, which have resulted
from the mission of the Agent, are herewith laid before the
Senate for their consideration and advice. The original en-

gagement of the United States to the Oneidas is also sent herewith.

This is a true and complete copy of a document found in The
Writings of George Washington from the (riginal Manuscript
Sources 1745-1799. Prepared under the direction of the United
States George Washington Bicentennial Commission and published

by authority of Congress. Vol. 34
G




Philadelphia Jany. 22, 1795
5 o

I received your letter by yourzson and was happy to
fihd you alivéi'for news-paper reports has consigned you
to the grave. Dr. Hopkin's advice which I forwarded from
Cneida, you duly received, The advice of the Drs Mancins and
Weoodward from Albény, it seemed had not reached you. These
gentlemen advised.a light and milk diet=--contrary to the
prescription of Dr. Hopkins. I have now taken the advice of
Dr. Rush, which is inclosed. Some of the medicines which
he prescribes he has sent to me, and I have now delivered
them to your son. I consider Dr. Rush as one of the finest
Physicians in‘America and I kﬁow of no man in whose advice
I should place equal confidence. I shall indeed be happy
if in following it you find relief.

I have delivered to your son a certified copy of the
ratification of the treaty with the Six Nation, which as
scoon as ccnvenient should be delivered to the Chiefs at
Buffalo Creek. I send with it a message addressed to the
Sachems Chiefs and warricrs of the Six Naticns, which I
wish to have interpreted to them, together with the
ratification of the treaty.

Should an answer to my letter be received from Captain

Brant, I would wish to have it forwarded without delay:

if it should come addressed to you, it may be well to take




a copy before you forward it. If any intelligence reaches
you relative to the designs or wishes of the Western
Indians, it will be important to have it forwarded by the

first post, or other earlier opportunity.

I remain, with sincere esteem,

Dear Sir,
your mcst obt. servant,

Timothy Pickering

This is a true and completé copy of a document found in the
Henry O'Reilly Papers. Mss Collection. New York Historical

Society. New York City. Vol. 11




Canandaigwc lMay 6, 1795
Sir.’

You mention it is probable the (neidas Stockbridge and
Tusk;rora Indians will be set off to the care of some Agent
in their vicinity and if so perhaps the salary of the Agent
in this place will undergo another change. I would willingly
agree to the first proposition as I beliew it would be best
on many accounts as they ére at such distances from us makes
it allmost impossible to attend to them sc¢ far at the East and
those on the other extreem living so far to the westward. The
latter it has been conceived to be more important to attend to
than the former. The Cneidas hcwever have not complained to
my knowledge excepting in the case of their schcoolmaster and
blacksmith which I believe will ever be attended with complaint.
They have those now in service who they chose. I have given
Wemple encouragement tc work since my Fathers death and I
believe he will do as well as any would do in that situation.
The (neidas obser§ed to me the other day the U.S. believed
them to be like beaver as a beavers legs are short and cannot
run fast therefore the people of the states supposed théy
could not run away and dc them any mischief on the frontiers
and I told them the U.S. had a disposition to as well by'them
as thcse at the westward and that their past services wculd
be rewarded.

But I'm not to forget the salary I believe you cannct
but suppose by what you have seen the troubles of the Indians
are very considerable but not so much tc an individual as it is
to a family which.they think they have a right to call was it
for a short time it would be easily be dispensed with-but the
repeated burden of; them during the year and the trouble and




embarrisment of the family is such as to render it im-
practicable to attend to much other business and many times

it is more than I can attend to to wait on them and to attend
to their various calls and appreciaticns, besid the trouble

at home I shall often have fo go to Geneseo River and Buffalo
Creek and other places where they live so that it will cccupy
the whole oz‘my'time in their service in consequence of which

I must be obliged to hire considerable labour not only to
manage my farms but to assist me in many things for the Indians--
Mr. Parrish réceives 300 dollars for interpreting and considers
that only to be his business and he lives at a distance from
me. I have butvlittle assistance from him otherwise. .

It never was copsidered‘and object with my Father at 700 Drs.
but I believe managed the business merely on account of the
benefits of the settlement as it appeared very necessary some
person should téke charge of them. The same principals induced
me to take his place and also as it was their particular request.
Before the Indians were knowing to my appointment they made a
speech to the President and your self requesting you earnestly
that I might be apptd. to succeed my father in office. I would
give you a coppy of their speech if was necessary but it was as
strongly in my favor as I would wish their principal Cheifs
were present and about two hundred warriors and to evince the
truth of what a number of gentlemen have told you in my favor.

I herein send you an extract of Capt. Brants letter which is as

follcws=--Niagara 22 Apr 1795--Sir--Should any meeting be held

with the Indians I hope you will be the person to transact




business. Your Father managed business to give us general
satisfaction and as you must know his plans and order of dealing
with us and the knowledge we have of you, makes me think you a
fit person to fill hiss office and that you may be appointed

is much our Wish, as your Father ever transacted business with
openess and fairness, and I know had the sincere wish of

doing justice to his employers and to the Indians. Signed

Jos. Brant.

But believe me Sir to do strict justice to the United
States and to the Indians will ever be the object of my pursuits,
but to do it for a less sum than five hundred dollars will by no
means compensate my family for their repeated troubles from |
the Indians and myself for the many fatigues which I shall
be compelled to undergo.

My Father had determined to make some addition of buildings
for the accomadation of the Indians. A small house for them
keep in when here would relieve me from considerable trouble
of them as they would not throng my house so much. Also a stcre
for their provisions and goods would be necessary. I think
Government has made provision for these buildings, but I would
thank you to write me your oppinion concerning them.

T have often thought it would be best for me tc lay in
a flock of provisions in those in the fall of the year when
I would procure Wheat Corn Beans pork and beef for a year, as
by not haviﬁg them con hand, I am obliged to give higher for
them in other times in the year. Your advice respecting this
and other matters will be kindly accepted of by

Sir, with great Respect
C and Esteem your

obedt servt
Coppy JC

3]
n
.‘
"




This is a true and complete copy of a document found in the
Henry O'Reilly Papers. Mss Collection. New York Historical

Society. New York City. Vol. 11
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war (ffice April 6, 1795

Sir,

Mr. Parrish duly delivered me your letters of the 12th.
ultimc, informing of the much regretted death of your father
General Chapin.

The President of the United States consents to your
succeeding your father as Superintendapt of the Affairs cf the .
Six Nations and you will consider yourself as hereby
appointed to that office.

The public instructions formerly given to your father,
and which you will find among his papers, you will at present
take for the general rule of your conduct.

’ The circumstances which vary the condition of the
(neidas, Tuscaroras and Stockbridge Indians, living in the
Oneida country from the other tribes of the Six Nations com=
bined with their distance from your place of residence,
may perhaps render it expedient to commit the care of them
to some person in their Neighbourhood. Should such an arrange-
ment take place it may possibly occasion some alteration in
your pay.

The affairs of the Six Nations, I expect, will hence-
forward be managed with much less trouble than formerly. The
treaty made with them last Fall must supercede all pre-existing
causes of complaint., The treaty entered into by mr. Jay with
Great Britian will I trust, rid you of all such embarrassment
as heretcfore have sprung from-Briﬁish influence. And peace

with the Western Indians is now in fair prospect. The hostile

Nations have all sent in their chiefs to General Wayne to sue




for peace and a general treaty is agreeé to be held at his
Head Quarters, about the middle of June next.
So your principal concern will be, to protect the
tribes under your superintendance, from injury and imposition,
which too many of our cwn people are disposed to practise upon
them, diligently to employ all the means under your direction,
to promote their comfort and improvement, and to apply the
public money and goods placed in your hands with inviclable
integrity and prudent aconomy. A firm belief that you possessed
these good dispositions was the ground of your appointment and
I persuade myself that in the execution of your office, you will
neither dishcnour yourself nor disappoint the expectations of
your friends. |
The perplexities and encreased burthen of managing the
affairs of the Six Nations, induced an encrease o¢f your fathers
salary from five hundred to seven hundred dollars a year.
Those perplexities being at an end, and the burthen materially
lessened from the causes before recited, the salary of the
superinten@ant of the Six Nations is now t¢ be five hundred
dcllars a year.
I am, with much esteem
Sir
Your obedient Serv?

Timothy Pickering
Secy of War

This is a true and complete copy of a document found in the
Henry (O'Reilly Papers. Mss Collection. New York Historical
Society. New York City. Vol. 11







