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{, never thereafter tell him of our being cheated out of .

.we would lease out a tier of townshipa. ‘on- the 1

‘~«g;-. . that it was a dishonorable proposal: that he

i 'we supposed they came from the Great Connci
“and would not decieve us., ~ Upon his. makiﬂk;i
- us respecting our lands, one and another replie
it would not be for our advantage to leage a’ pnal
/. to one and a small piece te another, or to. 11
‘.everyone that should say to us = o

"and that they .should be asghamed to»retunnﬁhomé
;leingaton Purchase)
A

“with S, ‘Dean held conferences with'the Senec

"should undertake to manage the whole.

April 1792 GOOD PETER'S DESCRIPTION OF DEED DEALS

discusses John Harper's Purchase, Clinton. found out
kindled Council Fire at German Flats, told Oneidas thqy v
had ‘lost so much of their lands, told Harper wouldsohoat,

* He then told us he ‘would negociate with us for
that land, and that he would do us justigce. Ve replio,
that we were not willing to part with it, now that" our - i
whole nation were collected together. - And truly wel had™ -
all agreed, before we left our town, not to sell thatal
But the governor persisted to press the matter uan us !
and told us it would be to our advantage. Still we ut’ quy
- refused it. The governor then produced a bag of. monoy‘ o
~and told some of our nation to take up ‘a. handrult%but
"they could not consent to do tliis. It was too hgnri
He then himself grasped a few handfuls and gave to me
and another (then perhaps not to more than three or four
_persons) and said, all this shall be yours, on: condltion,
that you follow my advice. 'He then showqd:a 1argggpil ¥
. of goods, for the same purpose. . &

*  Our brother, Governor of New York, then %Oldx_L“
_he meant by his proposed purchase to put.a ‘final V;
%o any future purchases of our landsy ‘but if we d
‘consent to his present proposed purchase, we might:

~any of our lands; for he would not hear our. com ﬁlgéntg¢f
.. Brother, one thing more I wish to: mqntion.,

you may think was a trangiression on our par: ~
iseveral times mildly declining, and at ldh&th‘0$*ﬂ
raruaing to accede to the Governor's proposalg.at
.made this proposal to him . . . That instead of. g

_ property, to any poor people of his state, who had n
~landsy and that: we would do this on reasonable teran
. To this the Governor and his Commissioner. made  a; repl

7y .

.and his Commissioners were not in the conditig

an account of the negoci&tion.' (Procooﬁn

Two. years after Harpor Conrerence.”ao

.and Capt. David present, came to Oneida to’ discus
' "Accordingly Mr. Livingston ~ a short: time,

vappearance in our town, - entered the hoﬁae o£ g&g"

Schenandoah, and verily,: by his, appearang

- 1t may be better for us that ‘one Graat~
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as if swept away by a deluge. However, Brother (he said

-4his inquiry - What do ‘you think of your present situatien? .
" management of it into my own hands, I think that I can.

page 2

GOOD PETER'S DESCRIPTION OF DEED DEALS

made propositions to us of leasing our whole territory. :
We deliberated long upon the matter. It was new to us. :

We did not know what was right in such a case. This one |
thing we knew - that we loved our land; and thought we .. =
were sole proprietors and might despose of litile”orirgﬂﬂf'_ :
much, as we pleased. (Good Peter chief negotiator) (8

Long discussion followed over bounderies, Livingston . .

persistent and insistent. by o RIS e e Lol
agree on boundaries of reservation : b ek
Thursday evening April 5, 1792 Good Peter continues, .

nAfter this transaction the voice of the birds from
every quarter cried out, "You have lost your country, = " .. A
You have lost your country, You have lost your countryd '« - .
You have acted unwisely and done wrong." And what increased
the alarm was - that the birds who made this cry, were = . .
White Birds. abr : R Rl Y :

On this occasion, some of eur brothers, the white
people, seemed to pity us, while others laughed us to °

scorn. The transaction soom came t0 the ears of our !‘:“ﬁﬂz;i{
Brother, the Governor of New Yrok, and he spoke and told - ‘. -

us our land wae sunk - that we and our country wa&?%bﬁa%‘

I will kindle a council fire in the Spring, and you shall
hear aurther my sentiments on the subject. He added - ;
T am able to recover your lost country and to raise it
out of the water. - This voice of the Governor seemed %o
quiet our fears - that he could restore to us our lost = - .~
country =it gave ioy to all who could feel for our situation.
Accordingly in the spring following, a council fire .
wag kindled at Fort Stanwick: to which we were all invited, -
both Sachems and warriors. At which council were present . '
the French Ambassador and some other of the French King's =~ . .
subjects who encamped at a 1ittle distance from the Governsr. - i
These, we supposed, only came in a friendly visit to = - b
hear what should pass at the Council. ? R Faitgalen gubtn s
After a little visiting had passed between us, from ' =

one encampment to another, = I heard that the deprnpr‘mhdef;<

It is my mind to recover your lost territory, and take

raigse it from its present drowned condition and if you de i
not agree to this, I shall do nothing but let it go. Upen .
this declaration of the Governor's 1 saw that difficulties '
and embarrassments were going to spring up. We had;gxgﬁhﬁodka'
from the Governor's love to us, his intention was o er L
recover our lost and drowned country, and restore it to us
- gaying - "Here, Brothers, take your lost country and re-
possess it -" Sals $

Notes that no agreement had Dbeen consummated with L,vingatbnﬁf_3;
since there was no exchange of money. o b Al 1
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Good Peter's Description of Deed Deals
(126):: ‘The tribe was split on the Governor!' s intention: 6
one group thought he was going to return land, the othe
_thought he was going to take it -- Good Peter stays -
“neutral -Canadians suggested leasing land - was given*
job of negotiating with Governor. s AT

(127) Negotiators not able to carry any points. yielded to
. Governor's terms. description of terms @ . iy

(127A) Continuation of terms dictated by Governor

"After this, the Governor of New York aaid to usgs b
~ . 'You have now leased to me all your territory, oxﬂluatﬁbx
(128) . of the reservation, as long as the grass. shall grow
and rivers run. He did not say, "I buy your oountrym
Nor did we say, "We sell it to you." .

The Governor then said - In twenty-ont years we
will again convene together on this subject. and. now
will agree to give you Six hundred dollars a yeaxr fo:
lease of your country =- not six hundred pounds.f‘"
six hundred dollars." : T

camplains that amount is a fixed amopnt. will not»increuce.
(129) too small to support a growing tribe = . DR BRI )
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(1) “This should have been bound

zin Vol. 62 - See that Vol.:.

April 1792 Good Peter Narrative of Several transactions

)

respecting Indian lands.
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Brother /. The other day, you may remember I men-

& Friend./

tioned to you that several things lay with weight upon my
mind, which I would take another opportunity to disclose.
You know we have met with a great loss, in our
young brother, who could talk your language. We have
another [ﬁeaning Jacob Reeq] who can talk your language,
but we can never fix his attention. We have however
another brother, a Tuscorora who has some knowledge
of your tongue; and we brought with us our father
the minister to assist him.
Brother / ', who was expressly appointed
by the president to confer with us upon the concious
of our nation, we now request your particular
attention, while we mention somethings which lie
heavy upon our minds. We shall now speak with
freedom, for this liberty was given us by the Great
Chief of the UStates. And he expressly mentioned,

in his address to us; that one design of our being



invited here, to the great council, was to have

every difficulty and uneasiness removed from

our minds.,.
(2)
Bro. Con, { - , of the f /of the 13 US. to confer with us
on our present ' - you continue 0 hear listen to my

words., From the beginning of your troubles, in the
declared

late revolution, to the time you publicly ====p-======

yourselves a free and independent people, I, my

nation, were a constant spectator = not only a constant

spectator - but our minds united with yours in

that final declaration; as all hopes of a reconcili-

ation were then passed., - The frequent & repeated

declarations of the King, that the Amer. with all

who joined them, would be reduced to wretched-

ness, had no effect upon the minds of my

nation, And on the other hand, his promises of a

rich reward, on condition of our adhering to

his councils, did not excite covetous desires in us;

but the love of peace, and the love of our land

which gave us birth, supported our resolution.



Bro. I did not then expect that should we
be reduced to our present situation. We then
thought we should be the sole proprietors of our
own land; and that our dispocal of it should
be optional with us, in case of =-====-- suc-
cessful issue.

Bro., It seems to us that we are not really

freemen; nor have had the real disposal of our
property

(3) 122
a person's

property. If we understand what is meant, byabeing
free and independent, as to his own property, he may
either lend, or sell his property, or any portion of it,
as he pleases,
Bro. We had determined never to sell any more of our
land; but to reserve it for the benefit of our children
and grand children., This we had determined upon,
on a conviction that our forefathers had trifled away

our land.

We had said, amongst ourselves, that our chilg”
- might
or child childn by some transgression =-=-=- g~ Dox=-

feit this native right to our land - that it should

be their fault - not ours - if it was disposed of.






