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Lettered. Belts with letters on them obviously had a civilized
origin, and were often made by Indians to whom the design was
given. Animated by religious zeal, and naturally liberal in their
gifts, the poor Huron exiles near Quebec devised such a belt in
1654. It was an offering to the Virgin Mary by the first congrega-
tion of Notre Dame in the Huron colony. They had small means,
but collected several hundred beads and formed of these a belt. On
a ground of white wampum black beads made the words Ave Maria
gratia, plena. This was accompanied by a Huron letter on birch
bark, dictated by the Indians and written by the priests. Both were
sent to Paris, where later belts found their way. The same colony
sent a belt to Chartres cathedral in 1679, which was 4/feet 9 inches
long, and 2.75 inches wide. On a foundation of white beads were
black letters reading Virgini pariturae votum Huronum. This belt
was bordered with embroidery of red porcupine quills.

The writer of the Relation of 1683-4 was enthusiastic over the
Abenakis mission, in the chapel of which was a figure of St Francis
de Sales:

There was placed below the image of the saint a very large porce-
lain collar, adorned with porcupine quills. . . It is the most
beautiful collar I have seen made here. . . Tall Jeanne, who
made the whole collar and colette, who set the porcupine quills in
it, has done so with a great zeal of honoring the saint. The in-
scription on the collar is: S. franc salisio Abnaq. D. (Sancto fran-.
cisco salisio Abnaquits Donatum).

W. L. Hildburgh has furnished the writer with descriptions and
sketches of some wampum belts in Europe. Of one in the museum
of the Propaganda in Rome little could be learned. Four are in the
Trocadero palace in Paris, all of which are Huron. One is 12 beads
deep and.about 200 long, but is broken at both ends. The black
letters on the white ground read, VIRGIN. IMMAC. HVRD. D.
This has been figured in Galleric Americaine du musée ethnographie
du Trocadero, with three others. Fig. 271 shows this as drawn from
the photograph by Mr Hildburgh.

A small number of lettered belts appeared in the English colonies
much later. Gov. Burnett gave one to the Six Nations at Albany
in 1724, on which were the letters G. R., for King George. An-
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other had G. P. W., for George, Prince of Wales. A third had
P F., for Prince Frederick. A more striking example is that of
the great belt given at Easton by the governor of Pennsylvania in
1757. Peace had been concluded with Teedyuscung and the Dela-
wares, and the Five Nations had approved of the terms, having
sovereign power over the Pennsylvania Indians. In confirmation
of the treaty Gov. Denny “gave a very large belt with the figures of
three men in it, representing His Majesty King George taking
hold of the 5 Nations King with one hand, and Teedyuscung the
Delaware King with the other, and marked with the following let-
ters and figure: G. R. or King George 5 N five Nations and D. K.
Delaware King.” A curious belt was shown by Teedyuscung a
little before this. It was “a Short, broad Belt of White Wampum,
having in the Center two Hearts of a Reddish Colour, and in
Figures, 1745. . . The Belt had a round Circle Pendant, rep-
resenting the Sun.”—Penn. Minutes, 8:217. This ornament may
have been a flat, metallic ring. The belt was given to the Wap-
pingers by the government of New York. Between the numerals
17 and 45 were two small ornaments. One other belt must have
been inspired for the occasion. Preparations for the siege of Fort
Niagara were in progress, and Johnson held a council. At this the
Six Nations presented him “a Belt with the Figure of Niagara at
the end of it, & Sir William’s name worked thereon.” Of course
the baronet thanked them and expressed his satisfaction at their
readiness for the work. This was in 1759, and Fort Niagara soon
fell. Belts of-this character were not common, the Indians prefer-
ring symbolic figures, such as they had’ known from early days.
Another of Johnson’s lettered belts is elsewhere mentioned, and also
one probably presented by Gov. Simcoe, now in the national
museum. This appears in fig. 269.

Emblematic. The earliest emblematic belt of which we have any
distinct account was presented at Quebec in 1653 by an Indian chief
from New England. He spread this out saying:

“This is the road that it is necessary to keep in order to come to
visit your friends.” The collar was composed of white and violet
porcelain, so that there were some figures which this good man ex-
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plained in his fashion: “There,” said he, “are the lakes, here are the
rivers, herc are the mountains and the valleys that it is necessary to
pass. Here are the portages and waterfalls.”—Rclation, 1653. He
had meanings for all his other belts but they contained no figures.

There has been a disposition to consider an existing Onondaga
belt as one presented by Chaumonot in 1655, but there is little
ground for this. Had the one he gave at that time contained such
figures, they would certainly have been described. It happened
that I'ather Le Moyne went on an embassy to the Mohawks in the
autumn of that year, and was warmly greeted by them. He was
at once received with three belts and the next day had other rich
presents. “The first and most elaborate of these presents was a
large figure of the sun, wrought with 6000 beads of porcelain, to the
end, he said, that darkness may have no place in their councils,
but that the sun may shed his light upon them even in the night.”
This is not expressly called a belt, but was probably of that nature
and wrought in some convenient form.

Very few of these strictly emblematic belts were described in the
17th century. Omne belt received at Oneida from the French, while
Ifather Milet was a captive there, brought a response which stirred
up the colonial authoritics. The Five Nations called Milet to On-
ondaga to write down the message they wished to send to Frontenac
with three belts.  “The 1st in which there are five black squares on
a white ground, indicates the Five Iroquois Nations, who have all
unanimously agreed to this embassy from the Iroquois to Kebec.
They, therefore, say by this belt: Here we are, Father Onontio, by
your invitation, on your mat.” Rev. Mr Dellius translated this for
Gov. Fletcher, and the commotion subsided. In 1690 the last of 13
belts presented by the Five Nations at Albany had .also the five
houses on it. It is probable that the Onondaga covenant chain belt
of 1682 was emblematic, but no figures are described.

There were frequent quarrels with traders, and the Iroquois often
made stringent rules against the introduction of strong drink into
their towns. In 1721, many years after they had conquered the
Indians of Pennsylvania, “the five Nations had sent down a large

Belt of Wampum with the figure of a Rundlet and an Hatchet on
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it, to the Indians settled upwards on Susquehanna, with orders to
stave all the Rum they met with."—Penn. Minutes, 3:154. This
vigorous order brought trouble. At Staunton in the same state, in
1736, a white belt of eleven rows had “four black St George’s
crosses in it.”"—Penn. Minutes, 4:83

A supposed earlier emblematic belt, suggestive of a later date, was
seen by Conrad Weiser at Logstown in 1748. He was told that it
was given to the Wyandots by the governor of New York 50 years
before; and if this could be proved, it might sustain the antiquity of
the Penn belt, which has a similar character. Of the one in ques-
tion Weiser said:

The Belt was 25 Grains wide & 265 long, very Curiously wrought.
There were seven Images of Men holding one another by the Hand,
the 1st signifying the Governor of New York (or rather, as they
said, the King of Great Britain) the 2d the Mohawks, the 3d the
Oneidas, the 4th the Cajugas, the s5th the Onondagers, the 6th the
Senekas, the 7th the Owandaets, and two Rows of black Wampum
under their feet, thro’ the whole length of the Belt to signify the
Road from Albany thro’ the 5 Nations to the Owendaets; That 6

years ago they had sent Deputies with the same Belt to Albany
to renew the I'rienship.—Penn. Minutes, 5:351

The writer finds no records of this later visit. Some Wyandots
came to Albany in 1702 to trade, and in the same year a.belt was
sent to them, possibly this one, but there is no allusion to its charac-
ter. Some were there in 1723, and received presents but no belts.
Allowing the possible identity of the belt, it is strange that the em-
blems had little use for half a century later. Even then its date
would be 20 years later than Penn’s first contact with the Indians.
It seems better to assign the Penn belt to his second visit at least.
Mr Holmes said that “it has an extremely interesting, although a
somewhat incomplete history attached to it. It is believed to be
the original belt delivered by the Leni-Lenape sachems to William
Penn at the celebrated treaty under the elm tree at Shackamaxon
in 1682. Although there is no documentary evidence to show that
this identical belt was delivered on that occasion, it is conceded on
all hands that it came into the possession of the great founder of
Pennsylvania at some one of his treaties with the tribes that occu-
pied the province ceded to him. Up to the year 1857 this belt
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remained in the keeping of the Penn family. In March 1857, it
was presented to the Pennsylvania historical society by Granville
John Penn, a great grandson of William Penn.”—Holmes, p. 253-54-
So much for its history. In his address on its presentation
Mr Penn said its dimensions were greater than those used on
ordinary occasions, being 18 rows deep, that the two figures clasp-
ing hands signified a treaty, that one of these wears a hat and must
be a European, and that its long continuance in the family leaves
no doubt of its genuineness. The last is the only strong point.
It is a fine but moderate sized belt of less than 3000 beads, shown
in fig. 173, and many larger and wider ones are on record in un-
important councils. A treaty is signified, but the supposed hat ap-
pears as an undoubted Indian’s liead on another belt, where similar
figures are seen joining hands. Aside from its history there would
be no hesitation in placing it in the middle of the 18th century, to
which both figures and sloping lines belong. Besides its preserva-
tion two other points in its favor may be mentioned. One of
these is the relative proportion of purple and white beads, though
the Onondaga—United' States covenant belt is of the same character
in this and other things. The other is that Conrad Weiser de-
scribed a sirhilar belt in 1748, as already stated, which he was then
told belonged to the end of the preceding century. Evidently the
Penn belt had never been shown him. However these facts may
affect its history incidentally, there can be little doubt it is the
oldest wampum belt but one now in America, and it may well be
prized as such.

Fig. 171 shows an earlier belt now in the county clerk’s office
in Kingston (N. Y.) of which a small picture appears in the History
of Kingston, by Marius Schoonmaker, p. 40. It was given by the
Esopus chiefs at a treaty in 1664, and is laid up with the record.
There are three gaps in it, and it has no pattern, being made en-
tirely of white beads. It is six rows deep and about 130 beads long.

The style of belts of which the Penn and the Onondaga covenant
belt are among remaining examples became somewhat frequent
about the middle of the 18th century. The supply of wampum and
the use of belts seem to have lessened for a time, but revived won-
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derfully under Sir William Johnson. He used both strings and
belts with a lavish hand, multiplied emblems and ceremonies, and
gave precision to many that were indefinite before. Union, chain,
covenant, road, invitation, peace, war, scalp and other belts fre-
quently appear. Belts became as abundant as they were a hundred
years before, but often with new names. This pleased the Iroquois
greatly, and they often thanked him for reviving their ancient cere-
monies. There can be no question that these enlarged under his
wise direction.

In his interesting letter to Arthur Lee in 1771, Johnson gives a
few particulars regarding belts, of which he had handled and ex-
plained hundreds. He said:

As to the information wch you observe I formerly Trans-
mitted to the Gov' of N. York concerning the belt &
15 Bloody Sticks sent by the .Mississagaes, The like is
very Comon and the Inds use Sticks as well to Express the alliance
of Castles as the number of Individuals in a party, These Sticks
are generally abt 6 Inches in length & very slender & painted Red
if the Subject is War but without any peculiarity as to Shape.
Their belts are mostly black Wampum, painted red when they
denote War, they describe Castles sometimes upon them as square
figures of White Wampum, & in Alliances Human figures holding
a Chain of friendship, each figure represents a nation, an axe is also
sometimes described wch is always an Emblem of War, The Tak-
ing it up is a Declaration [of war] and the burying it a token of
Peace.

There are other valuable observations on emblems used in
other ways, as well as on language and customs in this letter, which
will be found in the fourth volume of the Documentary history of
the state of New York.

In 1756 the Six Nations produced “a prodigious large belt”
given them in 1748 when Johnson entered on the management of
their affairs. This had an emblem of the Six Nations joined hand
in hand with the English. In 1756 the Six Nations presented a
large covenant belt which was expressive of the sentiments of the
Five Nations. This phrase was used because the Tuscaroras had
not the same dignity as the rest. A speech accompanied the ex-
hibition of this belt, which was not delivered to Johnson but was
to be sent “to the Senecas, that from thence it may be conveyed







