A Treaty Held at the Town of Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, By

the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, And

the Honourable the Commissioners for the Provinces of Virginia
and Maryland, with the Indians of the Six Nations, In June, 1744
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Philadelphia: Printed and Sold by B. Franklin, at the Ney-
Printing-Office, near the Market. M,DCC,XLIV.
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From: Indian Treaties Printed by Benjamin Franklin 1736-.762,
(Julian P. Boyd, gd., Philadelphia, 1938), 41-79.

A Treaty with the Indians of the Six Nations.

In the Court-House in the Town of Lancaster, on Friday, the Twenty Second
of June, 1744, Present,
The Honourable George Thomas, Esq; Lieut. Governor of the Provin:e
of Pennsylvania, and Counties of Newcastle, Kent and Sussex, on lelaware,
The Honourable Thomas Lee, Esq;
Colonel William Beverly, ~ Commissioners of Virginiai.
The Honble Edmund Jennings, Esq;
Philip Thomas, Esq;
Colonel Rcbert King,

Colonel Thomas Colville, ‘ Commissioners of Marylani
The Deputies of the Onandagoes, Senecas, Cayogoes, Oneidas and Tuscar-
oraes.

Conrad Weiser, Iﬁterpreter.

The Governor and the Commissioners took some of the Indian Chiefs by the Hend,
and, after they had seated themselves, the Governor bid them welcome into

the Government; and there being Wine and Punch prepared for them, the Gover-
nor and the several Commissioners drank Health to the Six Nations; and Canas-
satego, Tachanoontia, and some other Chiefs, returned the Compliments, drink-
ing the Healths of Onas*, Assaragoat+, and the Governor of Maryland.

After they were all served with Wine, Punch, Pipes and Tobacco, the
Governor told the Indians, that as it was customary, and indeed necessary,
they should have some Time to rest after so lomg a Journey, and as he thought
three Pays would be no more than sufficient for that Purpose, he proposed
to speak to them on Monday next; after which, the honourable Commissioners
would take their own Time to deliver what they had to say.
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* Opnas, the Governor of Pennsylvanis.
+ Assaragoa, the Governor of Virginia.



Conrad Weiser's comments on the religion and government of
the Six Nations with explanation of treaty procedures from
the Parks' edition of the Treaty of Lancaster, printed in

Williamsburg, Va., 1744. (Evans #5417, microcard edition)

The Preface. (iii) ;

" As it's likely the following Treaty may fall into the Hands of many
Persons who are unacquainted with, or have any 1dea of, the Power, Strength,
and Confedracy of the Six Nations of Indians, their present Tributaries,
Dependents, Allies, and Form of Government: 1 judg'd the publishing the
following instructive and entertaining account of them, might be useful;
and more so, as it never was made Publick 'til lately, that it was commu-
nicated to.a Friend, by a Person* of good Understanding and Probity; one
who is very well skill'd in the Indian affairs, adopted into one of their
Tribes,* is of their Council, and their constant Interpreter at the Phila-
delphia Treaties, as he was at This.

The Confederacy have been generally stiled the Five Nations of Indians,
bordering upon Pennsylvania and New York, but, since the Junction of the
Tuscarora's of Carolina to them, they are called the Six Nations,
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+Conrad Weiser

#1]t is customary among them to make a compliment of Naturalization into
the Five Nations; . . ., that now I had a Right to assume to my self all
the Acts of Valour he had performed." C. Colden's History of the Five
Nations. M.S.

The Preface. (viii-ix)

I shall now give the best Account I could collect, of their Religionm,
and Form of Government. As to their Religion, It appears from several Pas-
sages in their Treaties with the English, that they believe in One GOD, the
Creator of the Universe; that there is a future State of Rewards and Punish-
ments; the Influence of evil Spirits upon human Actions. As 3 Reward to
the first Founders of their Union, they believe them to be now Gods in Heav-
en. Their Form of Worship I have not learnt. Upon the Whole, they seem to
be the best Sort of Deists.

Their Form of Govermment, is a Council of their oldest and wisest Men,
who have been great Warriours: Every one of the Six Nations have such a
Council, in which all Matters relating to that Nature, are determin'd: And
if it is of great Moment, they consult their young Warriours, and the Busi-
ness is debated with great Deliberation. In Foreign Affairs, which relate
to the Union in general, every one of the Six Nations sends Deputies out of
their Council, to a General Council, and this General Council, as well as
the Particular Omes, consult the young Warriours, and have their Confidence;



pefore any Matter of great Consequence is determined. All their Debates
in Council, are manag'd with great Decency and Deliberation; and the Res-
olution is imprinted in the Memory of One chosen from among them, of great
Reputation and Elocution, who is appointed to speak in pPublick. He is as-
sisted by a Prompter, who puts him in Mind of any thing he forgets. They
have no coercive Power over their young Warriours; they can only persuade
and admonish, nor have they any Punishment but Death; Crimes that by their
Laws do not deserve that, are forgiven, after proper Reproofs.

wWhen any Proposals are made by them, in their Treaties with the white
People, or by the white People to them, they make the lo-hau, or Shout of
" Approbation, which is performed thus; The Speaker, after a Pause, in a slow
Tone pronounces the U-huy; all the other Sachems in perfect Silence: Se
soon as he stops, they all with one Voice, in exact Time, begin one ‘general
Jo', raising. and falling their Voices, as the Arch of a Circle, and then
raise it as high as at first, and stop at the Height at once, in exact Time;
and if it is of great Consequence, and Speaker gives the U-huy thrice, and
they make the Shout as often. It is usual, when the White People speak to
them, as they give a Belt or String of Wampum, for the Interpreter to. begin
the U-huy, and the Indians to make the Shout." ,



Canassatego answered the Governor; We thank you for giving us Time
to rest; we are come to you, and shall jeave it entirely to you to appoint
the Time when we shall meet you again. We like-wise leave it to the Gov-
ernor of Maryland, by whose Invitation we came here, toO appoint 2 Time when
he will please to mention the Reason of his inviting us. As to our Brother
Assaragos, we have at this prescnt Time nothing to say to him; not but ve

_have a great deal to say to Assaragoa, which must be said at one Time or

another; but not being satisfied whether he or we should begin first, we
shall leave it wholly to our Brother Onas to adjust this between us, and
to say which shall begin first.

—-—--—-—...—.—-...—_—__._.._.

In the Court-House at Lancaster, June 25, 1744. A.M.
Present,

The Honourable George Thomas, Esq; Governor, &c.
The Honourable the Commissioners of Virginia.

The Honourable the Com issioners of Maryland.

The Deputies of the Six Nations.

Conrad Weiser, Interpreter.

 The Governor spoke as follows: .

Honourable Gentlemen, Commissioners for the Governments of Virginia and Mary-
land, and Brethren, Sachims, or Chiefs of the Indians of the Six Nations:

At a Treaty, held by me two Years ago, in Behalf of the Government of Pen-
asylvanis, with & Numbar of the Chiefs of the Indians of the Six Nations,

I was desired by them to write 10 the Governor of Maryland concerning some
Lands in the back Parts of that Province, which they claim a Right to from
their Conquests over the ancient Possessors, and which have been settled by
some of the Inhabitants of that Government, without their Consent, or any
purchase made from them. It was at that time understocd that the Claim was
upon Maryland only; but it has since appeared, by some Letters formerly
wrote. by Mr. President Logan to the late Governor of Maryland, that it re-
lated likewise to some Lands in the back Parts of Virginia. The Governors
of those Colonies soon manifested a truly equitable Disposition to come to
any reasonable Terms with the Six Nations on account of those Lands, and de-
sired, that for that End a Time and Place might be fixed for a Treaty with
them; but before this could be effected, an unfortunate Skirmish happened in
the back Parts of virginia, between some of the Militia there, and a Part of
the Indian Warriors of the Six Nations, with some Loss on both Sides. Who
were the Aggressors is not at this time to be discussed, both Parties having
agreed to bury that Affair in Oblivion, and the Government of Virginia hav-
ing, in Token of the Continuance of their Friendship, presented the Six Na-
tions, through my Hands, with Goods to the Value of One tHundred Pounds Ster-
ling. To prevent further Hostilities, and to heal this Breach, I had, be-
fore the Present was given, made a Tender of my good Offices; which both
Parties accepted, and consented, on my Instances, to lay down their Amms:
Since which the Faith pledged to me has been mutually preserved, and 8 Time

and Place has been agreed upon, through my Intervention, -for accommodating
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all Differences, and for settling a firm Peace, Union and Friendship, as
well between the Government of Virginia as that of Maryland, and the Indians
of the Six Nations.* The honourable the Commissioners for these two Govern-
ments, and the Deputies of the Six Nations, are now met at the Place appoint-
ed for the Treaty. It only remains therefore for me to say, That if my fur-
ther good Offices shall be thought useful for the Accomplishment of this
Work, you may rely most assuredly upen them. A !

But I hope, honourable Gentlemen Commissioners, it will not be taken
amiss if I go a Little further, and briefly represent to you, how especially
necessary it is at this Juncture, for his Majesty's Service,. and the Good of
211 his Celonies in this Part of his Dominions, that Peace and Friendship be
established between your Governments and the Indians of the Six Nations.

These Indians, by their Situation, are a Frontier to some of them; and,
from thence, if Friends, are capable of defending their Settlements; if En-
cmies, of making crusl Ravages upen them: if Neuters, they may deny the
French 8 Passage through their Country, and give us timely Notice of their
Designs. These are but some of the Motives for cultivating a good Under-
standing with them; but from hence the Disadvantages of a Rupture are abun-
dantly evident. Every Advantage you gain over them in War will be a weak-
ening of the Barrier of these Coloniss, and consequently be, in effect, Vie-
tories ever yourselves and your Fellow Subjects. Some Allowances for their
Prejudices and pPassions, and a Present now and then for the Relief of their
Necessities, which have, in some Measure, been brought upon them by their
Intercourse with us, and by our yearly extending our Settlements, will pro-
bably tie them more closely to the British Interest. . This has bsen ths
Method of New-York and Pennsylvania, and will not put.you to sO much Ex-
pence in twenty Years, as the carrying on a War against them will do in one.
The French very well know the importance of these Nations to us, and will
not fail by Presents, and their other usual Arts, to take Advantage of any
Misunderstandings we may have with them.e But I wiil detain you, Gentlemen,
no longer. Your own superior Knowledge will suggest to you, more than I can
say on this Subject. ; b

Friends and Brethren, Sachims, or Chiefs of the Indians of the Six Nations:

_ These, your Brethren of Virginia and Maryland, are come to enlarge the
Fire, which was almost gone out, and to make it burn clearer; to brighten
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* This was allowed, at a Conference had by the Governor with the Commission-
ers, to be a just State of the Transactions preceding the Treaty.

e The two preceding Paragraphs were allowed by the Commissioners of Virginia,
whilst they were at Philadelphia; to be very proper to be spoken by the
Governor of Pennsylvania at the Opening of the Treaty; but taking up an Opin-
ion, from what passed at the first friendly Interview with the Indians, that
they would not make any Claim upon Lands within the Government of Virginia,
the Governor consented to decline speaking them in the Presence of the Indians.



.

the Chain which had contracted some Rust, and to renew their Friendship
with yol; which it is their Desire may last sdé long as the Sun, the Moon
and the Stars, shall give Light, Their Powers are derived from the Great
king of Emgland, your Father; and whatever Conclusions they shall come to
with you, will be as firm and binding as if the Governors of these Provinces
‘'were themselves here. 1 am your Brother, and, which is more, I am your true
“ Friend. 'As you know, from Experience, that I am so, I will now give you a
few Words of Advice. - Receive these your Brethren with open Arms; unite
yourselves to them in the Covenant Chain, and be you with them as one Body,
and oné Soul. I make no doubt but the Governor of Canada has been taking
Pains to widen the Breach between these your Brethren of Virginia and you;
but as’ yeu cannot have forgot the Hatred the French have always borne to
your Natioms, and how kindly, on the contrary, you have been treated, amd
how faithfully you have been protected by the Great King of England and his
Subjecti; you will not be at & Loss to see into the Designs of that Gover-
nor. He wants to divide you from us, in order the more easily to destroy
yeu, which he will most certainly do, if you suffer yourselves to be de-
luded by him. 5 e

As to what relates to the Friendship established between the Govern-
rERT of Pennsylvania and’ your Natioris, I will take another Day to spesk
to you upon it. ' ' e ' ;

'To'enfofce what had been said, the Governor laid down 2
Belt of Wampum; upon which the Indians gave the *Yo-hsh.

~After a short Pause, the Governor ordered the Interpreter to tell
the Indiens that as they had greatly exceeded their appointed Time for
meeting the Commissioners, he recommended to them to use 81l the Expedition
possible in giving their Answer tO what had been said, that they might
forthwith proceed to treat with the respective Commissioners on the
Business they came about.

Then Canassatego repeated to the Interpreter the Substance of what
the Governor had spoke, in order to know if he had understood him right
(a Method generally made use of by the Indian) and when the Interpreter
told him he had taken the true Sense, Canassatego proceeded to return
the Thamks of the Six Nations for the Governor's kind Advice, promising
to follow it as far as lay in their Power; but as it was thetr Custonm
' when a Belt was given to return another, they would take Time till the
Afternoon to provide one, and would then give their Answer.

* The Yo-hah denotes Approbation, being a loud Shout or Cry, consisting
of . a few Notes pronounced by all the Indians in a very musical Manner,
in the Nature of our Huzza's
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Present, .

The Honourable George Thomas, Esq; Governor, §&c.
The lionourable the Commissioners of Virginia.
The Homourable the Commissioners of Maryland.
The deputies of the Six Nations.

Conrad Weiser, Interpreter.

Canassatego's Answer to the Governor's Speech delivered in the Morning.
Brother Onas,

You spoke in the Presence of Assaragoa and the Governor of Maryland to us,
advising us to receive them as our Brethren, and to unite with them in
the Covenant Chain as one Body, and one Soul. - We have always considered
them as our Brethren, and, as such, shall be willing to brighten the
Chain of Friendship with them; but since there are some disputes between
us respecting the Lands possessed by them which formerly belonged to us,
we, according to our Custom, propose to have Differences first adjusted,
and then we shall proceed to confirm the Friendship subsisting between

us, which will meet with no Obstruction after these Matters are settled.

Here they presented the Governor with a Belt of Wampum,
in return for the Belt given them in the Morning by the
Governor; and the Interpreter was ordered to return the
Yo-hah. e

Then the Governor, in Reply, spoke as follows;

1 receive your Belt with great Kindness and Affection; and as to
what relates to the Governments of Virginia and Maryland, the honour-
able Commissioners, now present, are ready to treat with you, I shall
only add, that the Goods for the Hundred Pounds Sterling, put into
my Hands by the Governor of Virginia, as a Token of his good Disposi-
tions to preserve Friendship with you, are now in Town, and ready to
be delivered, in consequence of what was told you by Conrad Weiser
when he was last at Onandago.

Then the Governor, turning to the Commissioners of Virginia and
Maryland, said, Gentlemen, I have now finished what was incumbent
ypon me to say by way of Introduction to the Indians; and as you have
a full Authority from your respective Governments to treat with them,

I shall leave the rest intirely to y~u, either stay or withdraw, as
you shall think most for your Service.

The Commissioners said, They were all of Opinion, it would be
for their Advantage that the Governor should stay with them; and
therefore they unanimously desired he would favour them with the
Continuance of his Presence whilst they should be in Treaty with the
Indians: Which his Honour said he would at their.Instance very readily
do, believing it might expedite their Business, and prevent any

Jealousy the Indians might conceive at his withdrawing.






