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8 STRUCTURE OF THE LEAGUE. [Boox L

circumstances connected with their first intercourse
with Europeans, tending to show that it had sub-
sisted about a century at the era of Dutch dis-
covery ; onthe other hand, their principal traditions
indicate a period far more remote,

After the formation of the League, the Iroquois
rose rapidly in power and influence, It gave them
additional strength by concentration of effort; a
constant increase of numbers by the unity of the
race; and a firmer establishment, through their
more ample means for self-protection and foreign
conquest. One of the first results of their federal
system was a universal spirit of aggression ; a thirst
for military glory and political aggrandizement,
which made the old forests of America resound
with human conflicts from New England to the
Mississippi, and from the northern confines of the

great lakes to the Tennessee and the hills

of Carolina.
Unrecorded,

except by tradition, is the narrative of
the warlike achievements of this gifted and progres-
sive race, who raised themselves, through the vicis-

situdes of incessant strife, to a general and acknowl-

edged supremacy over these boundless territories.
Without considering the terrible and ferocious char-
acteristics of Indian warfare, it must be admitted
that the empire which they reared over Indian na-
tions, furnishes no slight evidence of their hardi-
hood, courage and sagacity.

With the first consciousness of rising power, they
turned their long-cherished resentment upon the
Adirondacks, who had oppressed them in their in-
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Cm. 1] INTERCOURSE WITH EUROPEANS. 9

fancy as a nation, and had expelled them from their
country, in the first struggle for the ascendency.
This war raged for a long time with unceasing ani-
mosity, and was continued nearly fifty years after
the commencement of French occupation, until the
descendants of the ancient Adirondacks were almost
totally extirpated. At the era of French discovery
(1535), the latter nation appear to have been dis-
possessed of their original country, and driven down
the St. Lawrence as far as Quebec. 'When Jaques
Cartier first ascended this river in 1535, the country
about Quebec was in the possession of a people
speaking the Algonquin language, doubtless the
Adirondacks, while the site of Montreal was occu-
pied by a nation speaking the Huron tongue, of
which the language of the Iroquois is a branch.
After the permanent occupation of Canada by the
French, in 1607, the Adirondacks became their
allies ; but the protection of the former was insuf-
ficient to shield them against the hostile visitations
of their hereditary enemy.

A new era commenced with the Iroquois upon
the establishment of the Dutch trading-post at
Orange, now Albany, in 1615. The principal In-
dian nations upon the north were the Hurons and
Adirondacks ; upon the west, the Eries, Neuter Na-
tion, Miamis, Ottawas, and Illinois ; upon the south,
the Shawnees, Cherokees, Catawbas, Susquehan-
nocks, Nanticokes, Delawares, and some lesser tribes;
and upon the east, the Minsi and New England
Indians. Some of these nations had been subdued
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and made tributary. At this time, the Iroquois
had grown up into a populous and powerful con-
federacy and were rapidly advancing to a general
supremacy in the north-eastern section of the con-
tinent. No Indian race east of the Mississippi had
reached such a position of authority and influence,
or were bound together by such enduring institu-
tions. Firmly established upon the territory of
New York, and above the danger of displacement,
from adjacent nations, they had already entered upon
that career of conquest, which they afterwards pros-
ecuted with such signal success.

Friendly relations were established between the
Iroquois and the Dutch, which continued without
interruption until the latter surrendered their pos-
sessions upon the Hudson to the English, in 1664.
During this period, a trade sprang up between them
in furs, which the Iroquois exchanged for European
fabrics, but more especially for firearms, in the use
of which they were afterwards destined to become
so expert. The English, in turn, cultivated the
same relations of friendship which had been com-
menced with them by the Dutch. A “covenant
chain” was established between them, which the Iro-
quois, with singular fidelity, preserved unbroken, un-
til the independence of the American states terminat-
ed the jurisdiction of the English over the country.

It was otherwise, however, with the French.
From the first to the last, they encountered the un-
compromising and inveterate enmity of the League.
As early as 1609, Champlain, having ascended
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through the lake which now bears his name into
lake George, accompanied by the Adirondacks, fell
in with a war-party of the Mohawks, numbering
about two hundred, and an engagement ensued be-
tween them on the western shore of the lake. This
was the first battle between the Iroquois and the
Europeans, and the first time the former heard the
sound of firearms, by the marvellous power of
which they were then easily vanquished. The
French having allied themselves with the Adiron-
dacks and Hurons, given them arms and assistance,
and incited them against the Iroquois, a spirit of
hatred was aroused against them, which never ceas-
ed to burn until the final subjugation of Canada by
the English, in 1760. Besides this alliance with
their ancient enemies, the French were more in-
clined to resort to intimidation in their intercourse
with the Iroquois, than to conciliation and forbear-
ance. In addition to these errors of policy, was the
deep and abiding interest taken by the latter in the
country about Montreal, which in ancient times had
been the home of their fathers, which had been the
theatre of their first military success, and which they
had long continued to hold by the slender tenure
of Indian conquest. As the rival colonies of France
and England were for many years nearly equally
balanced, the enmity and power of the Hode'nosau-
nee were sufficient to turn the scale against the for-
mer. To this Indian League, France must chiefly as-
cribe the final overthrow of her magnificent schemes
of colonization in the northern part of America. .
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With the possession of firearms commenced not
only the rapid elevation, but absolute supremacy
of the Iroquois over other Indian nations. In 1643,
they expelled the Neuter Nation from the N lagara
peninsula, and established a permanent settlement
at the mouth of that river. They nearly exter-
minated, in 1653, the Eries, who occupied the
south side of lake Erie and from thence east to the
Genesee, and thus possessed themselves of the whole
area of western New York, and the northern part of
Ohio. ~ About the year 1670, after they had finally
completed the dispersion and subjugation of the
Adirondacks and Hurons, they acquired posses-
sion of the whole country between lakes Huron,
Erie and Ontario, and of the north bank of the
St. Lawrence, to the mouth of the Ottawa river,
near Montreal. On the north shore of lake Ontario
they founded several villages, in the- nature of col-
onial towns, to maintain possession of the conquered
territory.

They also made constant inroads upon the New
England Indians, who, after their partial subjugation
by the English, were unable to cope with the for-
midable Iroquois. About the year 1670, they com-
pelled them to break up many of their settlements,
and flee for safety and protection to the borders
of the English plantations. The name of the Iro-
quois had then become a terror among Indian na-
tions. “I have been told,” (says Colden) “by old
men in New England, who remembered the time
when the Mohawks made war on their Indians,







