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Oneida loses historical treasure, activists		
	

Oneida Casino reopens with safety, health protocols in place

Three of the Oneida Nation’s ca-
sino locations reopened Tuesday, 
May 26, with a comprehensive set of 
safety and health protocols in place 
for guests and employees. All of the 
Nation’s gaming operations ceased 
March 18 in efforts to slow the 
spread of COVID-19, which in turn 
led to the furloughing of 954 gam-
ing employees. The Oneida Main 
Casino, Irene Moore Activity Center 
(IMAC), and W. Mason Street casi-
nos reopened to nearly full parking 
lots of guests waiting to enter. 

Oneida Nation Gaming General 
Manager Louise Cornelius says nu-
merous measures are in place to en-
sure the health and safety of all pa-
trons and workers. “A general health 
questionnaire and daily temperature 

checks will be taken for all employ-
ees,” Cornelius said. “Employees 
in various areas and customers are 
required to wear a mask and have a 
temperature reading done before be-
ing allowed entry to our properties. 
We will also have capacity limits in 
our facilities to ensure proper social 
distancing. We acknowledge our 

responsibility as an employer and 
entertainment facility to open with 
an environment that maintains the 
highest level of recommended health 
protocols possible.”
  Table games will remain closed as

It is with deep sadness that the Oneida 
community has lost two amazing peo-
ple. Lee “Gordy” McLester and Charles 
“Chaz” Wheelock dedicated their lives 
to the betterment of the Oneida Nation 
and the Haudenosaunee community. 
Each had their own bold style in mov-
ing the nation forward and preserving 
our culture and history. Each also had 
a strong voice they never hesitated 
to use when standing up for the Na-
tion and its people. Both will be sadly 
missed by the Oneida community. See 
McLester’s and Wheelock’s full obitu-
aries starting on p. 7.

• See 6 
Oneida Casino reopens
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Claudia Skenandore for 
Oneida Tribal Chair

I will give honest/complete focus and direction. 
The issues that are critical to the stability and 
well-being of the Oneida Nation, and will be top 
priority are:

  �Challenge the General Tribal Council to 
envision the future of the Oneida Nation, 
post-pandemic impact;

  �Clarify the strengths in our community and 
address areas of concern;t

  �Engage in a comprehensive assessment 
process of the fiscal stability of our nation 
with timelines and full transparency.

Michael J. Jourdan
for Oneida Gaming Commission

My name is 
Michael J. Jourdan 
and I am running 
for the Oneida 
Gaming Commis-
sion. I currently 
have 27+ years 
experience as a Su-
pervisor in the Slot 

Department.  I am an Army veteran 
and retired Firefighter with 24 years 
of serving the community. 

A look at the candidates...
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A look at the candidates...
Matthew W. Denny for OGC

I am respectfully requesting your vote on July 23, 
2020.

With this new way of life, comes new opportunities. I 
offer:
     * Ability to Create and Enforce new Regulations 
required to expand Gaming. 
    * 5 years Gaming Commissioner experience, 21+ 
in Gaming. 
    * Leadership and Open Communication.
    * Ability to work Cooperatively with many entities.

My priority is the Safety for our Workers and Cus-
tomers. Thank you!
        
EXPERIENCED *  QUALIFIED * INTREGRITY

Loretta Says:

LORETTA V. METOXEN
USAF Veteran for 

Oneida Business Committee   

20+ Yrs Business Com-
mittee

30 Yrs Trust Committee
22 Yrs Oneida Tribal His-

torian
Now: Elder Consultant to 

GLITC Inc.

TECUMSEH WAS RIGHT!  
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Oneida Nation Royalty poised for extended reign
Shekoli Swakweku (Hello Every-
one),
	 The Oneida Nation Royalty 
would like to extend our greetings. 
We hope you are staying safe at 
home. In order to keep our com-
munty safe, the 2020 Oneida Nation 
Royalty Pageant has been cancelled. 
The current Oneida Nation Royalty 
has humbly accepted to extend their 
reign. 
Miss Oneida:
Shekoli,
	 First and foremost, I want 
to thank all of our healthcare and 
essential workers as they are at the 
frontlines to keep us safe. Yaw^ko! 
Second, to the students and teachers 
navigating online learning…keep 
up the hard work! I finished my first 
year of graduate school with half a 
semester of online classes and it was 
extremely challenging. I couldn’t 
have done it without the support of 
my family, friends and community.
Jr. Miss Oneida:
Shekoli Akukwe ta?
	 Hello my relatives, my 
prayers and wishes of good health 
are with you all during this new way 
of life. I would like to encourage 
everyone to continue to wash your 
hands, stay at home, and use your 
facemasks. With all of the commu-
nity’s great efforts we will beat this 
together. We would like to encour-
age all those that were going to try 
out this year, to go for it the next 
year. A huge Yaw^ko to those who 
helped us along our journey. Re-
member we are all in this together!
Lil Miss Oneida:
Shekoli,
	 Lil Miss Oneida checking 
in!! These times have certainly been 

different for me not only as a stu-
dent but also as royalty. I miss being 
able to spend time with my royal 
sisters, but I am glad I’ll still have 
the opportunity to do that as my 
reign continues. I hope this letter 
has found you all in good health 

and that everyone is staying safe 
during these hard times. 
We are honored to continue our 
reign and we’ll continue to serve 
and represent the Oneida Nation to 
the best of our abilities!
Yaw^ko!

Miss Oneida Jaisah Lee, Jr. Miss Oneida Natavia Adams, and Lil Miss 
Oneida Yakatahawine Zacarias Skenandore have accepted the invitation 
to extend their reign through 2020.

VOTE Debra Powless – Oneida Tribal Secretary - July 25, 2020 I would be 
honored to serve the Oneida People – addressing challenges, creating 

opportunities in the best interest of Oneida  
 

• Homeless:  A hand for the Homeless.  This touches every corner of our people-direct resources 
of wrap-around services to protect and prevent our people from falling into homelessness 

• Health Care:  Priority of health care needs  
• YOUTH Social Awareness:  A high focus on prevention for youth (teen pregnancy, suicide, 

alcoholism, positive identity)  development of a Youth Strategic Plan by youth 
• GTC Directives:  Adherence to actions of GTC  
• Elder Services: We have the highest number of baby boomers retiring 

As Tribal Secretary Timely GTC and OBC minutes 
• Building economic security for the future with sound Community Economic Development 

initiatives representing needs of membership 
“Protect our sovereignty as Indigenous people and provide for the 7th Generation with compassion, 
dignity, and respect”.    Vote – Your vote is important 
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Oneida Market products available at One Stops
By Phil Wisneski
Public Relations Manager
Oneida Retail Enterprise

Change and adaption are the new 
normal now days. The Oneida Mar-
ket unfortunately experienced that 
change with its temporary closure 
due to the coronavirus. Though the 
market is currently closed, some of 
the favorite products from the store 
are still available at the Oneida One 
Stops at Hwy. 54 in Oneida and at 
Packerland/Larsen in Green Bay.

The two locations feature commu-
nity favorites like dehydrated corn, 
corn flour, corn bread flour, tea and 
honey. They have also made room 
in the freezer section to offer Onei-
da beef in select cuts and process-
ing. Bison will be available once 
the product is processed later this 
Spring.

This change is not an easy one. The 
system does not allow associates the 
ability to go into the closed market 
and sell products to customers. There 

are different codes for each store and 
the codes for the market are not in 
the One Stop system. 

To better serve customers, there 
will be a product request sheet at 
the Larsen Store. This will help cus-
tomers get the products they want, 

however, the process may take a 
few days, so patience is needed. The 
Oneida Market is a unique store that 
offers unique products. The tempo-
rary closure is indeed an inconve-
nience, and one that staff are work-
ing to reduce.

ONEIDA FAMILY COURT LEGAL 
NOTICE OF HEARING

RE:	 Case #15DI004 Raymond L. Christjohn v. Laurie 

A. Doxtator
A diligent attempt was made to notify the above Peti-
tioner of a Motion for Modification of Legal Custody 
and/or Physical Placement filed by Respondent. A 
hearing shall take place on Tuesday, June 30, 2020 
at 1:30 pm in the above captioned case at the Onei-
da Family Court office located at 2630 West Mason 
Street, Green Bay, WI 54303.
Inquiries for additional information may be directed 

to:

Oneida Family Court
PO Box 19

Oneida WI 54155
(920) 496-7200

Attention 
2020 High School Seniors:

The Kalihwisaks is asking parents of 2020 
graduating high school seniors to please 
submit a photo of your graduate, their 
name, and school information. Due to lim-
ited space we will be unable to print mes-
sages of any kind. Thank you for your un-
derstanding. 

Please email submissions to cjohnson@
oneidanation.org. This section will appear 
in the June 17 issue of the Kalihwisaks.

Photo courtesy Phil Wiseski
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Oneida Farmers Market to open June 18 with 
a different look

From page 1/Oneida Casino reopens
this initial phase of reopening is fo-
cused on slots. This move limits the 
number of gaming employees being 
called back to work for the time be-
ing. “We estimate the number of em-
ployees being called back by the end 
of the first week of reopening will 
be about 300,” Cornelius said. “The 
call back process varies from depart-
ment to department as job duties and 
responsibilities are different. Em-
ployees are being called back first 
according to the job duties needed to 
open the casino in phase one. Where 
there are multiple employees in a 
position being recalled, the employ-
ees have been ranked according to 
several criteria and when all else is 

equal it will be by Oneida and Indi-
an preference in accordance with the 
Tier 5 Layoff plan.

“We will continue to call back 
additional team members as we en-
gage in other phases of recovery,” 
Cornelius said. “We are putting the 
finishing touches on our operations 
to create an enjoyable, fun-filled en-
vironment in the safest manner we 
can. Our goal is to recover our oper-
ations in a way that’s fun, safe, and 
secure for our guests and our team 
members.”

Cornelius is more than grateful for 
the hard work and support gaming 
has received from other areas and 
support staff. “I applaud and com-

plement the Gaming Senior Man-
agement Team and Executive Staff 
and all the departments they repre-
sent and manage,” Cornelius said. 
“Their leadership is critically im-
portant. Everyone has given endless 
hours above and beyond to make our 
properties safe for employees and 
our guests. 

“The Gaming Division could not 
do this without the support and co-
ordination with the Oneida Business 
Committee, Gaming Commission, 
Public Health Officials, Central Ac-
counting, and so many others that 
have assisted in so many ways while 
we move forward.”

As healthy foods for the commu-
nity is a priority for the Oneida Na-
tion, we are are pleased to announce 
that the Oneida Farmer’s Market 
will open on Thursday, June 18 from 
Noon to 6pm by the water tower on 
Water Circle Place.  However, given 
the fluid status of the pandemic, the 
market will look markedly different 
this year.  As the health of the com-
munity must remain a priority, we 
have coordinated a plan and several 
strategies with approval and input 
from our Public Health officer and 
medical professionals.  It is impera-
tive that we come together as a com-
munity with a good mind to follow 
these guidelines and ensure a healthy 
event. The following strategies will 
be implemented at the market until 
further notice:

• Only raw food will be available 
(i.e produce, fresh eggs, fish, meat, 
honey, etc.) 

• There will be no prepared foods 
on site.  This includes the brat barn.

• The Market Bashes have been 

cancelled-there will be no music, 
seating, activities, promotions or 
pets at any of the markets.

• Handwashing stations/hand san-
itizers will be available for the cus-
tomers.

• Staff will screen community 
members for symptoms or exposure 
information prior to allowing them 
to enter the Farmer’s Market area.

• Customers will not be able to 
have contact with produce until it is 
sold. 

• Cloth masks MUST be worn at 
all times.  Vendors will also be re-
quired to wear masks.  Let’s work to 
keep each other safe! 

• Please do not allow elderly or 
high risk individuals to come to the 
market.  If you are a healthy fami-
ly member, check on these family 
members and see if you can pick up 
products for them and drop them off. 

• Please send only one person per 
household to the market.  

• Social distancing measures will 
be in place.  This will include spaced 

out vendor tables with designated 
taped boxes in the front of booths.  
Market staff will be on site directing 
the flow of community members.  
Please be patient with us as we navi-
gate this new process. 

• We hope to be able to offer drive 
up pick up as an option in addition 
to the single lane walking lane. This 
is where you will call a phone num-
ber and place your order, drive up 
and pay the vendor, and pick up your 
delicious locally grown food.  Stay 
tuned for more details! 

We know this is not our routine be-
havior as we are a social community 
that are family to one another.  Let’s 
work together to encourage each 
other to make these events work in a 
safe way.  We cannot make this work 
without everyone involved. Yaw^ko!

Any questions or concerns please 
contact us at ofm@oneidanation.org 
or visit our Face Book page at www.
facebook.com/ofmwi 
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It is with deep sor-
row the family of 
Lee “Gordy” Mc-
Lester III shares his 
life story.  Gordy 
was born August 20, 
1939, and traveled 
home, on May 26th, 
2020 at the age of 

80.  He was in the United States Marine 
Corps, and was also a known Machin-
ist, Historian, Business Owner, Editor, 
Author, Tribal Leader, Casino Manager, 
Casino Consultant, and Oneida Hymn 
Singer. But he was most proud to be a 
Husband, Father, Grandfather, Great 
Grandfather, and friend to many.  

With his parents, Lee McLester II and 
Pearl (Schuyler) McLester, he grew up 
in Detroit and Oneida.  He graduated 
from Seymour High School, and then 
married the love of his life, Betty (Ben-
son) McLester on August 8, 1959.  They 
were married for 60 wonderful years and 
is survived by his 4 children. 

Lee “Skip” (Patricia) McLester IV, 
Eric (Belinda) McLester, Julia Mc-
Lester, Jennifer (Donnie) Webster.

Grandchildren 19:
Dana McLester, Lee (Molly) Mc-

Lester V, Lauren (Steve) Delie, James 
McLester, Sirena White, Chauncy 
White, Kalhaku McLester, Lakwa-
ko (Iohontsarahkwasheton) McLester, 
Yuntlekalau McLester, Talon McLester, 
Loro McLester, Juno McLester, Marcus 
(Elizabeth) Webster, Zachariah Webster, 
Olivia Webster, Mattie Robertson

Great Grandchildren 20:
Elijah, Hailey, Rachel, Isabelle, James 

Jr., Michael and Siobhan (Chevy), 
Thomas, Javon, Jaxon, Ileigh, Otcigae-
gu:wah, Dehaehiyakhune, Rarontisere, 
Tehakahli’yose, Wayeya’yohtsyahte 
Imani, Raleigha, Oliver, Wesson, and 
Mira.

And is survived by his siblings: Judy 
(Dan) Cornelius-Hawk, Winnifred 
Thomas, Pearl “Tiny” (Kenneth) Web-
ster, Donnie (Lori) McLester, sister in-
law Janice McLester.  Also, many aun-
ties and uncles and even many more 
cousins.

He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther Lee McLester II, little sister Pasty 

Jean McLester, brother Ronald Lee Mc-
Lester, brother in laws Bernie Cornelius 
and Robert Thomas, and great-grandson 
Baby Boy McLester.

Gordy owned and operated, with his 
father, a machine shop on the reservation 
for 17 years and employed and trained 
many Tribal members.  

Gordy decided he wanted his children 
and generations to come to be able to 
learn about their culture. We have an 
oral tradition and he wanted to capture 
this on paper, so it would not be lost.  He 
became an Author, Editor and Historian 
documenting the Oneida Nation with a 
collection of work that epitomizes our 
culture, our history and our communi-
ty. His books and projects are utilized 
in various venues to encourage and ad-
vance intercultural understanding and 
appreciation of the Oneida Nation.

As a former elected official McLester 
served as Tribal Secretary and Coun-
cilman and was an integral part of the 
growth of gaming. McLester while on 
council was in full support of Oneida 
becoming the first Tribal Smoke-shop in 
our region.  He was instrumental in the 
development of the Tribal Corporation 
to sell untaxed tobacco in Oneida. 

In July of 1986 the Oneida Tribe held 
their inaugural Oneida History Confer-
ence at their newly constructed Oneida 
Rodeway Inn, now known as the Radis-
son Hotel and Conference Center. The 
conference was the first in countless 
initiatives led by Gordy which brought 
forward a rekindling of pride, knowl-
edge and appreciation of the history and 
culture of the Oneida Nation.  The first 
of four publications came from that first 
Oneida History Conference, The Onei-
da Indian Experience, Two Perspectives, 
was the first. Gordy, in his modesty, was 
not credited as an editor or reviewer of 
the book, but he was personally and pro-
fessionally the responsible party in bring-
ing the first book to fruition.  Following 
the first book, McLester was credited as 
editor of the other books, The Oneida In-
dian Journey, The Oneida Indians in the 
Age of Allotment, The Oneida and he is 
the co-author of the book, Chief Daniel 
Bread and the Oneida Nation of Indians.  
He co-edited the books, Oneida Lives 
and A Nation within A Nation, Voices 
of the Oneidas in Wisconsin.  His latest 

publication in 2019 was about the rela-
tionship between the Oneida Nation and 
the Episcopal Church and while being 
blind for two years.  He was also in the 
beginning stages of a book entitled “Salt 
Pork Avenue”. 

The Oneida Reservation has many 
functions which preserve our culture 
and our history and cultivate positive in-
ter-cultural relations in our community. 
McLester had served on the Vestry of the 
Oneida Holy Apostles Church, which is 
the oldest Native American Episcopal 
Mission in the US.  He also coordinated 
a history conference for the church cele-
brating their 175th Anniversary.  

From 1989 – 1993 McLester orga-
nized 3 cultural exchanges in Europe 
with more than 160 Tribal members 
from Wisconsin’s 11 Tribes.  They were 
of all ages and shared their language, 
dances, songs and traditions with vari-
ous European communities.

Gordy’s work did not stop at the reser-
vation boundaries.  He had been active 
as an Oneida Singer for the past 30 years 
and was instrumental in nominating the 
Oneida Singers to be recognized by the 
National Endowment of the Arts which 
awarded them the Heritage Foundation 
Award in 2008 in Washington D.C. 

Gordy also served on the Adviso-
ry Committee for the National Native 
American Veterans Memorial Project in 
Washington D. C.; Gordy is a veteran of 
the United States Marine Corp Reserve. 

The family would like to extend a spe-
cial and sincere thank you to all the fam-
ily and friends that have been there to 
support us all through this difficult time.

McLester, Lee “Gordy” III
August 20, 1939 – May 26, 2020

OLD 29 CAFE
5939 Old Hwy 29

Pulaski

Fish Fry is Back On!

7am - 2pm
Mon., Wed.,Thur., Sat., Sun.

7am - 7pm 
Friday

(920) 869-2381

Take Out & Dine In 
6ft Apart
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Charles Frederick 
Whitney Wheelock, 
“C.F.W.,” “Chaz,” 
“Chuck,” Tsyata’ti 
(Along the River 
Bank), Turtle Clan 
of the Oneida Na-
tion, 69, passed 
away unexpectedly 

at his home on May 23, 2020. Chaz was 
born to Delores Wheelock and Kenneth 
L. Hill on August 24, 1950. He was 
raised by Charles and Rose Elm and then 
Ray and Lena Swamp.

Chaz dedicated his life to serving the 
Oneida and greater Haudenosaunee com-
munity. He was an indigenous intellect, 
an advocate for indigenous agriculture 
and food sovereignty, a staunch political 
activist, champion of the return of an-
cestral Oneida Land, an environmental 
activist, and an advocate for the rights of 
indigenous people throughout the world. 
He contributed to many projects over the 
years and was especially invested in his 
work as one of the founders of the Indig-
enous Environmental Network.

Chaz was a familiar face throughout 
the community, always showing up early 
to events to help out and sticking around 
to visit and clean up after. He assisted in 
building the first Haudenosaunee long-
house in Oneida, Wisconsin and did his 
best to live by those teachings. Chaz was 
one of the proud founders of Iroquois 
Farms, the first organized organic agri-
cultural project in the Oneida commu-
nity. He encouraged sports and outdoor 
experiential development for the youth. 
He especially loved baseball and was 
a lifetime member of the Commando – 
Ranger rivalry. Play on compadres!

At home, his heart was with his chil-
dren, and especially his youngest grand-
son Jackson. He had great pride in his 
children’s accomplishments and always 
challenged them to be their best. He took 
them along on many of his trips as he 
shared with them the importance of the 
People and the Land and the connection 
between the two.

Survivors include his children Portia 
Kay^nthos (Kalhaku), Delores Gaya-
nes, Sophie Mary Yenatakwitha, Cheryl 
Kanastahawi, Damon Lalihwisaks (Jes-

Wheelock, Charles “Chaz”
August 24, 1950 – May 23, 2020

sica), Cameron Shegonee, grandchil-
dren Anthony, Jaelyn, Ashanti, Jackson 
and Grace, companion Elaine Skenan-
dore-Cornelius, brother Dale (Lillian) 
Wheelock and family, special cousins 
Art Skenandore and family and Nancy 
Stevens and family. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, aunt Dorothy Ske-
nandore, special cousin Gene Elm, spe-
cial friends Mindimoye, Sue Daniels and 
many others.

A life spent building friendships and 
relationships with people throughout the 
greater Turtle Island and across Moth-
er Earth, his work is done. He can rest 
peacefully. 

Per his wishes, his ashes will be spread 
in the three communities of the Oneida 
Nation at a later date.

Lewis Osborne 
Woodman, 98, of 
Oneida passed away 
on May 21, 2020. 
Lewis was born on 
February 7, 1922 
to the late Joel and 
Lucy (Doxtater) 
Woodman. Lewis 
worked as a logger 

for CH Freeman for most of his life. He 
also worked on a dairy farm for 25 years. 
Uncle had a mischievous character; he 
was known for giving out many whisker 
rubs. His nephews and nieces remember 
him as a caring loving Uncle. 

Lewis is survived by his nephew, 
Helmuth “Gus” Kosbab; nieces, Joanne 
(Ernie) Close, Marianne Close, Alvira 
Close; and many grand-, great-grand-
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his moth-
er and father; his infant sister, Esther; 
sister, Alvina Close; and nephew, Arnold 
Kosbab. 

A sincere thank you to the entire staff 
of Anna John’s Nursing Home. Lewis 
loved you all and enjoyed his time there.

Woodman, Lewis Osborne
February 7, 1922 – May 21, 2020

Smith, Lola Jean 
December 6, 1965 – May 29, 2020

Lola Jean “Ya-
kon^haliyo” (Me-
toxen) Smith, 54, 
De Pere, passed 
away on May 29, 
2020 following a 
battle with pancre-
atic cancer. The 

daughter of Arnold “Arnie” Metoxen 
and Beverly (Hill) Skenandore was born 
on December 6, 1965 in Milwaukee.

Lola graduated from West De Pere 
High School and UW-Green Bay and 
spent her career as a domestic violence 
advocate. She liked planting and having 
a garden, going to the casino, crochet-
ing, and recently started making baskets. 
She loved spending time with family 
and especially her five grandkids.

Survivors include her children, 
Brooke, Taylor (Joan), Summer (Shawn) 
and Noelle (Bandar); grandchildren, 
Easton, Taylor Jr., Pauline, Willow 
and Lotate?nikuhlak; mother, Beverly 
Hill-Skenandore; siblings and siblings-
in-law, Arnold (Mary), Kim (Donnie), 
Todd (Tina), Stacey, Lunyant (Tracy) 
and Raymond; many nieces, nephews 
and other extended family members.

She was preceded in death by her fa-
ther, Arnold; daughter, Tricia; brother, 
Brian; and other members of her extend-
ed family.

There is a ten-day fire for Lola. Please 
contact family if you would like to be 
involved.

Ryan Funeral Home, De Pere is assist-
ing the family. Please visit www.ryanfh.
com to extend online condolences.

Greendeer, Mary Edna
September 4, 1922 – May 27, 2020

Mary Edna Mc-
Lester Greend-
eer, aged 97, born 
September 4, 1922 
- May 27, 2020, 
peacefully passed 
away in Oneida, 
Wisconsin, with 
her son, George, at 
her side.

Mary Edna grew up on the Oneida res-
ervation and later relocated to Chicago 
where she became friends with many 
Chicago American Indians who were 
moved away from their reservations 
during the Indian Relocation Program. 
The Indian Relocation Act of 1956 was a 
United States law intended to encourage 
American Indians to leave Indian reser-
vations and their traditional lands, and to 
assimilate into the general population in 
urban areas. 

She became best friends with Su-
san Power, another iconic leader in our 
Native community, and together they 

• See 9 
Passing On
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Greendeer, Mary Edna (CONT’D)
September 4, 1922 – May 27, 2020

Smith, Yotsitsya-k’ele
December 9, 1969 – April 29, 2020

shared in founding and working with the 
American Indian Center in Chicago for 
decades. Upon moving back to Oneida, 
she worked tirelessly on various Com-
munity Action Programs (CAP) and en-
deavored to aid the working poor.

She created several Native American 
Women pageant programs to aid the ad-
vancement of traditional Native Women 
and to assert a public presence in the 
national and tribal communities. From 
Miss Indian America to Miss Indian 
World, from Washington DC to Wyo-
ming, Mary Edna gave her best effort to 
preserve the tradition and culture as an 
unrelenting Native feminist. Brilliant in 
her public speaking skills and unapolo-
getically fierce in her position to always 
protect Native communities. 

Mary promoted and passionately cel-
ebrated the arts. She was a profession-
al artist herself, a craft exhibitor and a 
collector. If she was not working in her 
community, she was set up at various 
pow-wows, flea markets, arts and craft 
shows and trade shows. She proudly 
travelled around the world showcasing 
exquisite Native arts and crafts while pa-
tiently educating each inquisitive visitor 
on her collections and the stories behind 
each piece.

Mary shared a special Mother/Daugh-
ter relationship with her daughter-in-
law, Elena Greendeer and spent many 
opportunities performing with her and 
showcasing our culture to onlooking 
spectators and within our own tribal 
communities. 

Nearly 50 year ago, Mary, with the 
help of Elena, her son, George and his 
father, Fred Greendeer, they held the 
First Annual Oneida Pow-wow. Mitch-
ell WhiteRabbit and LaVerne Carrimon 
took the mic as the Emcees, the Iron 
Mound drum group headed by Wilbur 
Blackdeer and Ed Cloud’s family drum 
group set up. Ms. Lorraine and Chief 
John Winneshiek were called to attend 
as well. Despite its humble start, the 
Oneida Pow-wow is now credited as 
one of the most beautiful and anticipat-
ed gatherings at the national level. She 
made little mention of her contribution 
throughout her long life but much of a 
legacy remains in her wake.

Mary Edna is survived by her son, 
George (Charlene) Greendeer and a 
grandson she considered a son, Charles 
“Chucky” Miner, Brother Wendell 

(Thelma) McLester, Sister in law Pearl 
(Schuyler) McLester, Nieces Judy (Dan) 
Cornelius-Hawk, Winnifred Thomas, 
Pearl “Tiny” (Kenneth) Webster, Janice 
McLester, Nephew Donnie (Lori) Mc-
Lester.  Niece Joan (Dave) Davis Mc-
Lester.

In her later years, she enjoyed being 
a grandmother to Greg (Beth) Greend-
eer, Michelle (Lance) Greendeer-Rave, 
Jon (Chris) Greendeer, Samantha (Cory) 
Skenandore, Marcus Greendeer, Chero-
kee Greendeer, Jesse Blackdeer, Verna 
Blackdeer, Jordan Treankler, Enrique 
Fiscal, Jr., Nadhidaly Scott, Luis Fiscal, 
Raysha Nohely Yasvi Begenjova and 
Kelli Miner.

Mary was blessed with a number of 
great grandchildren: Logan, Sophia, 
Karena, Memphis, Silas, Oliver, Lei-
la, George, Brittany, Rio, Lisa, Beth, 
Kandace, Alexandria, Gavin, Jordison, 
Victor and one great, great grandchild, 
Scarlett Alyssa.

She was preceded in death by daugh-
ter Karen Lee, brother Lee McLester, 
brother Clarence “Buddy” McLester, 
Winifred Masterson, Winona McIntyre, 
Nephew Gordon McLester, Nephew 
Wayne McLester and Nephew Ronnie 
McLester. And many others. 

She was a lifelong member of the 
Holy Apostles Church of Oneida and a 
dedicated Oneida Hymnal Singer.

Mary enjoyed her final days in the 
comfort and care of the Anna John Nurs-
ing Home in Oneida, WI. Her stories 
were always shared with friends, family 
and staff and most can attest she often 
spoke of her place of eternal happiness 
with the Lord. 

On behalf of the family, we express our 
most sincere gratitude to all those who 
have wished us well through our loss 
and wished our Mother, Grandmother, 
Aunt and Elder well on her journey to 
the place she’s dreamed of her entire life 
on this earth.

Yotsitsya-k’ele 
“Jiggy Waterlily” 
Smith, Oneida, 
passed away May 
21, 2020 unfortu-
nately due to Co-
rona Virus. She 
was born April 
27, 1982 to Diane 
Moore and Paul 

“Sugarbear” Smith in Oneida. Jiggy at-
tended Seymour High School, as well as 
Haskell College in Kansas and United 
Tribes Technical College in North Da-
kota. She was a Vault Specialist with the 
Oneida Nation for 3 years and worked 
hard for many years doing factory and 
housekeeping jobs. 

Jiggy grew up in the Oneida Long-
house community. She was adventurous 
as a youth, being a female on the school 
wrestling team and she took many pre-
college programs, including aviation 
training. Since she was a little girl, she 
always wanted to help people. Jiggy 
enjoyed bead work, and had a great hu-
morous laugh that could fill a room. She 
enjoyed spending time with her children 
and was also drawn to any baby. Help-
ing others before taking care of herself 
was the way she lived. She was a strong 
woman who fought for many years to do 
what was right and move forward with 
her life. 

She is survived by her mom Diane, her 
father Paul, her children; Ariel Rosema-
rie Webster, Christian Alberto Frausto, 
Jose Rodrigo Frausto and Avery Lee 
Johnson. Her siblings; Meadow (Robert 
Sanchez) Moore, Latakeh “Duck” (Tara) 
Smith, Nikal^tha “Bug” Smith, Sterling 
(Chantelle) Webster, Devin Webster, 
Preston (Sierra Faye) Harrison, Tavia 
“Bunny” Moore, Yonakwala Scow, Syn-
ala Smith, Kwnwahta Smith, and Qua-
layou Smith. Her special auntie/mama 
Brucelyn “Brucie” Benson. 

Jiggy was preceded in death by her 
infant daughter Yoseline Carolina 
Smith, her special cousins; Krystal Tor-
res Smith, Dwayne Moore, her uncles; 
Loren Avery Moore, Rory L. Moore, 
her aunties Terry (Moore) Skenandore, 
Caroline Sue VanEnkenvoort, baby sis-
ter Rose, cousin Mariah Danforth, and 
grandparents; Bernice Moore, David 
C.”Joker” Moore, Evans P. Smith and 
Rose Denny. 

The Corona Virus took her too soon. 
Special thanks to Scott Baeten from 

Ryan Funeral Home, Beverly Scow and 
family, Heartland Pizza, Angela John-
son, Wise Woman Gathering Place, 
Firekeepers, Tricia and Alison Danforth, 
sister in law Sanjuana Frausto, Amanda 
Gerondale, Frank Vandehei, Corey Ja-
niak, and many others who are greatly 
appreciated.

• See 10 
Passing On
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Hill, Kenneth (Ken)
March 15, 1924 – May 16, 2020

Kenneth (Ken) 
Hill, 96, Oneida, 
Wis. Passed on 
peacefully on May 
16, 2020. 

Kenneth Hill was 
born on March 15, 
1924 to Margaret 
Corn/Skenandore at 

the old homestead 
on the Oneida Reservation. He was 

raised by his grandparents, Jonas and 
Christine (Ninham) Hill. 

On January 31, 1952, he married De-
lores Betty Schuyler at the Holy Apos-
tles Church in 

Oneida, Wi. They were married for 56 
years. Delores preceded him in death on 
May 30, 2009. 

Kenneth worked as a cement finisher 
for J.C. Basten Co. until his retirement. 
He was proud to 

be a part of the team that worked on 
the first addition of the Lambeau Field. 

Ken served in the US Army, at the end 
of WWII and again during the Korean 
War. He was awarded the Good Con-
duct Medal, Purple Heart, World War 
II Victory Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Korean Service Med-
als, (6-Bronze Service Stars, 1-Silver 
Service Star), United Nations Service 
Medal, and the Honorable Services 

Lapel Button WWII. He was an active 
member of the VFW. He also served on 
many boards, OHA, Elderly, Vestry for 
Holy Apostles Church. Ken was an avid 
golfer, deer hunter, fisherman, and gar-
dener- focusing on the traditional plants 
and medicines. Ken had a great sense of 
humor, and was always joking and teas-
ing everyone he met. Every year for Eas-
ter, Ken proudly would collect the Holy 
Water for the Holy Apostles Church. All 
of these past times would always include 
his love for the Green Bay Packers and 
taking rides with his daughter Lisa Hill. 

Survivors include his son; Lyle Hill, 
daughters; Lisa Hill, Laura Hill, Celene 
(Clayton) Elm, 

son-in-law; Orville Cornelius, his sis-
ters; Christine (Babe) Doxtator, Yyonne 
Skenandore, 

Darlene Brickhouse, his grandchil-
dren; Sergeant First Class Travis (Me-
gan) Smith, Garon (Girl-Friend Lynd-
sey) Smith, Isaiah (Elyshia) Smith, OJ 
Cornelius, William Cornelius, Schuyler 
(Jon) Ryerse, Kenneth Cornelius, Jo-
nas (Melissa) Hill, Kylene Hill, Raven 
Elm, Brionne Elm, Camyrn Hill, Erica 
Hernandez as well as 36 great-grand-
children, and many nieces and nephews 
including Bob Bell. 

Ken is preceded in death by one daugh-
ter; Janice Cornelius, mother; Margaret 

Skenandore, siblings; John Hill, Stormy 
Corn, Betty Powers, Celene Corn, and 
Joe Corn. 

Remember Me 
By: Anthony Dowson 
Published: January 2016 
Speak of me as you have always done. 
Remember the good times, laughter, 

and fun. 
Share the happy memories we’ve 

made. 
Do not let them wither or fade. 
I’ll be with you in the summer’s sun 
And when the winter’s chill has come. 
I’ll be the voice that whispers in the 

breeze. 
I’m peaceful now, put your mind at 

ease. 
I’ve rested my eyes and gone to sleep, 
But memories we’ve shared are yours 

to keep. 
Sometimes our final days may be a 

test, 
But remember me when I was at my 

best. 
Although things may not be the same, 
Don’t be afraid to use my name. 
Let your sorrow last for just a while. 
Comfort each other and try to smile. 
I’ve lived a life filled with joy and fun. 
Live on now, make me proud of what 

you’ll become.

Tsyunhèhkw<
Community Garden 2020

Hello Everyone,
The time has come to start the Community Garden located at:

139 Riverdale Dr. Oneida, WI • (920) 869-2718
There are a few changes this year that will be made to accommodate for health & 

safety of everyone involved. As shown below:
•  There will be a sign up for one household per hour.
•  �Appointment must be made to show up and volunteer. Which can be done by calling the 

number above or message the Tsyunhèhkw< Agriculture Facebook page.
•  We are requesting that appointments be made during our work hours from 8am-4pm
•  All volunteers are required to wear a mask
•  Can bring your own tools or we have enough for you to pick and to put your name on.

We are very excited to see some familiar and new individuals that will come out to help. 
There’s a lot to get done through the summer, so please give us a call or send a message.
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Shopneighbors
Small businessfamily

Friend

supportOneidaSupporT continued...
Tee Construction LLC 
Tony Franco - (920) 865-5468 
Remodeling, Painting, Decks & Garaget

Binesi Healthy Snacks 
Pam Johns Danforth 
FB:  Binesi Bead and Stone Creations

Standing Stone Nutrition 
Eric Boucher 
Menu on Facebook:  Teas, Mega Teas, 
Shakes – Facebook message to place an 
order, curbside pick-up or delivery

Pine Tree Grill 
Radisson Hotel - (920) 321-4116 
Menu on Facebook – Curbside Service

T.Bacon’s BBQ 
Restaurant & Catering​tContact - (920) 
632-4005 
Menu on Facebook – Curbside Service

Oneida One Stops 
Six (6) Open Locations 
Travel Center is Close

Chief Oshkosh Native Arts 
Coleen Bins 
Silversmith, custom unique silver jewelry, 
beadwork, pottery, drums, books, music, 
sacred smudge

Dreams Alive 
Bettty Willems - (920) 660-5275 
bettyj967@yahoo.com 
Iroquois raised beadwork on regalia and 
ribbon shirts

Fern Diamond 
(505) 463-4629 
Native Beadwork

Iroquois Artisan S VanEvery 
Kaluhya Muscavitch VanEvery 
Website:  https://swephenie.wixsite.com/
website

Kathryn Newbanks 
Tshirts, jewelery, craft supplies and 
custom t-shirts

N8V Designz 
Peril Huff - (920) 737-5814 
Embroidery & Heat Press 

Native Gifts 
Robin John - (920) 309-7453

Scott Hill 
(920) 217-7679 
Indigenous artist, original paintings, stone 
sculptures and prints

Starr Merrie 
Yutyátashnolats Eliza Skenandore 
Native gifts and craft supplies 

Turtle Island Gifts 
Darleen Denny - (920) 562-0762 
Sage, sweet grass, shells, CBD

Wanda Anton 
wanda.anton@att.net or native.wear.
bywan@gmail.com

Yutlatakwas Jessica Powless 
Clothing Designer:  custom orders for 
appliqued ribbon wear, T-shirts, art prints 
jess.powless@gmail.com
Hidden Valley Driving range 
John Danforth - (920) 562-5661 
360 Dexter Road, Oneida
Diamond Heating & Cooling 
Fawne Teller & Steve Rasmussen 
(920) 764-2482

Pampered Chef 
Virginia Peltier 
www.pamperedchef.biz/virginia89

Evergreen Lawn & Snow Services 
Eric Boucher - (920) 366-9929

Bay Valley Tree Service 
Bobby Bristol - (920) 615-9567 
Text or Call

Hanson’s Lawn Care & Plow Service 
Hanson Skeandore - (920) 544-7251

Pride Performance LLC 
Marques Danforth - (920) 784-6044

Larry Skinkis Lawn Care 
Larry Skinkis - (920) 634-9472

About Body Massage Therapy & 
Wellness Center 
LeeAnn Laes - (920) 857-3056 
www.aboutbody-massage.com  

Massage Evolution 
Amy Rasmussen-Hacker�(920) 288-1235 
2615 S. Packerland Dr., Green Bay 
Website:  massageevolution.org

Dipsticks 
Chad & Derrick Doxtator 
(920) 869-1886 
Re-Opening Tuesday 5/19:  8am – 6pm

Meltz Industries LLC 
Crystal & Charles Meltz 
(920) 850-3994 
meltzindustries@outlook.com

Red Stone Painting Company LLC 
Bruce Danforth - (414) 430-7108 
redstonedpaintingcompany@gmail.com

D. King of Images 
Denis King - (920) 606-KING

Jason Aguirre - (920) 615-6466

Green Bay Elite 
Cherokee Greendeer 
Facebook:  @GreenBayElite

Owista Taxes 
tBrian Doxtator 
www.owista.com
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THE ACTUAL SIZE OF 
A 1/4 PAGE POLITICAL AD

3.75” x 4.75” 

see pages 2-3

Please be sure all your content fits within this 
space (including a photo if you choose)

Due to the reduced size of the Ka-
lihwisaks only Business Card Size 
(3.75 in X 2.5 in ) and 1/4 Page (3.75 
in X 4.75 in) political ad space in 
Black and White is currently being 
offered. A business card ad is $25 per 
issue. 1/4 page ad is $50 per issue.  

Be concise with the information 
you provide. Do not include a life 

history or family tree. A helpful 
hint:  Choose a short bulleted list of 
3-5 main issues to focus on, create a 
facebook page or website to expand 
on the finer details of your life and 
the campaign. Include the facebook/
website in your short Kali ads to 
draw people there for more informa-
tion on your campaign.

Political Ads
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